fle JPEED OF —

Yet, if you watch a dubbed foreign movie, " - 2
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That’s pretty much what three

researchers at “"IVERSITE
DELYON

were wondering,

WHEN THEY SET OUT 1O COMPLETE ASTUDY ON
THE SPEED OF LANGUAGE.

They gathered up 59 M

volunteers

30 29
MEN WOMEN

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

") Each of whom 7
languages:

spoke one of

And made

recordings

with an overall duration of:
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Last night I opened
the front door to let

IEVGPY the cat out.
oI Er ITWAS SUCH A BEAUTIFUL EVENING
the following THAT | WANDERED DOWN
hl"ase THE GARDEN FOR A BREATH
in his or OF FR:SH AlR.
her RS e
language: TOCAPIT ALL, IWAS ARRESTED

WHILE | WAS TRYING TO FORCE
THE DOOR OPEN!

WHAT I]II] [hEY riND'e

-:r t d |I th syllable
h ﬂf th Iy ed how
much me q h yll bl y ed—
call dth r::l t}f a sylla t::-l nd,

tt out:

You can compare the speed of the languages:
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take a look at their

information density*
%

Vietnamese is set as the base density of 1.
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WE MAY SPEAK LANGUAGE:
THAT SOUND VASTLY DIFFERENT,

WERE AL SAYING THE SAME THING

Source: http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,2091477.00.html



