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A mosaic (3rd Century, ancient Corinth, Greece) showing the muse Kalliope, Socrates,
and the seven sages: Solon, Thales, Cleovoulos, Periandros, Pittacos, Bias, and Chilon.


http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/

Apyaio EAAnvika [opayyéipata (Ancient Greek Maxims)

AQDIEPQZEIZ (DEDICATIONS)

Avt 1 avBoroyio apepodvetar oty d0&a ™G Apyaiog EAAGSaG Kot otnv oyamnpévn
pov gyyovi] Meliva.

This book is dedicated:
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2YNOWH NEPIEXOMENQN (SYNOPSIS)

Av16 10 PiAio mepiéyet ta apyaion EAAnvikd [Tapayyéhpata tov AeApdv Kot TV
entd coeav ™g EAAMvikng apyodtntog, o€ 2 uépn. To mpdto pépog mepiéyet ta.
Mopayyéipato petappacuéva amo ta Apyaio EAAnvikd ota Néa EAANvikd, kot to
deutepo péPog amo ta Apyaio EAAnvikd ota Ayyhikd. Tnv epyacio g petdopoong
v ékava pe Baon v épevva, v Biproypagio, Kot pe TPOCOTIKES deEIOTNTES Kot
Yvocels. To Bloypaeikd Hov Kot To GUYYPUPIKH LoV £pYa TEPLEXOVTOL GTO
[Mopaptnpua. Eipot amokAeiotikd vrehBuvog yio omolecdnNmote TuOV Taporeiyels,
AGON kot avakpifeteg, edmiCovtag, edv etvar duvatdv, 6TV TPOSPOPE EVOG LKPOD
00MnYoL Bertimong TV avOpoTivev Kol KOWOVIKOV GYECEMV LEGH TNG TPOGPOPIS
G PUMOG, TNG ayanng Kot TV GAL®V Tavavlpdmvev aldv Kot apeT®Y, Tov
avaeépovtal ota apyoioc EAAnvikca Hapoyyéipata.
L. Kvpraldyrov
e-mail:jkyriazoglou@hotmail.com

This book contains a set of wisdom pieces of ancient Greece, in terms of the maxims
of the oracle of Delphi and the quotations of the seven sages of ancient Greece.

The first part contains the maxims in ancient Greek and current Greek. The second
part presents the maxims in acient Greek and their equivalent English translations.
The purpose of this book is to make all readers (general public, educated and not,
young, old, men, women, high school, college and university students, managers,
workers, professionals, etc.) aware of a set of classical quotations that could be used
to help them in all walks and stages in their personal and professional life, and
hopefully enable them to understand, reflect upon, and improve their relationships, in
the long term.

The translation of the maxims and quotations into English were done by the author on
the basis of the original texts in both ancient Greek and current Greek and other
sources noted in the bibliography. I am responsible for any errors and ommissions in
the translation, hoping that the reader will excuse me in this very difficult and
demanding task.
John Kyriazoglou
jkyriazoglou@hotmail.com



http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/

Apyaio EAAnvika [opayyéipata (Ancient Greek Maxims)

MEPOZ A (PART A): TA APXAIA EAAHNIKA NMAPAITEAMATA

‘....apetvo 7 aiowa TavTa’.
(To kaAvTEPO gival va Exelg o OAOL LETPO).

OMHPOX
1. [lpéAoyog

‘H mo dudonun mapddoot TV EXTE GOPOV IOV ATOJEIKVOEL TNV LETPLOPPOGVHVT] KO
CLVASEAPIKOTNTO TOV YOPOKTHPO TOVG Etvar 1) 16Topia Tov Tpimodov. To Tpirtodo ftav
éva Bpafeio aydvov pe peydin atia, Kot mov Bprxav yapddec oty 0dAlaca, Kot
NOehav va 10 SOGOLV GE KATO0V Y10, VO, TOV TIUncovy. POmoayv to poavreio tomv
Aghpdv 10 omoio £fyade xpnoud va d00el avtd otov To coPd avBpwmo. AtdreEay
oV 0N, aALd aVTOG OeV TO dEXONKE Kot TO EGTEIAAE GTOV EMOUEVO GOPO, O10TL OEV
Bewpovoe Tov €aVTO TOL TOV o 60PH. O emdLEVOG Ekave TO 1010. 'Etotl and 6oeod ot
000 enEsTPEYE TAA 6TOV OaAT. AVTOG T0 £6TEIMAE TEMKA GTO povieio Twv AgApdv
070 vad T0v ATOAA®Va, d10TL ‘0 Bedg givat 0 o coPdg amo 6Aovg’... .

Professor Daniel B. Levinel, 2002

O Bavpaopog Tov apyainv EAAVeV Yo Toug EnTd GoQovg NTaV ToAD HeydAog.

O TTivdapoc?, 6 péytotog Apikdg momhg g apyoioc EALGSac, Tovg Bempel og y100g
tov 'HAov, mov e v 101 pe avtdv axtvifolrio, poTIcHY TNV AvOpOTOTNTA KOL THV
KaBodNyNGaV 6TO dPOO TNG APETNG KL TOV KOOKOVTOG,

O Tavooviac® ovopdlel ‘@eeMjpota’™ Ta vITEPOYO YVOLIKE TOVC Yo TV avOpdTIVN
dwPimon kot to omoia, GOUPOVO LE TNV TEKUNPIMON TOL, elyav avaypapdel oto
TéUEVOG TOV ATOAA®VA 6TOVG AEAPOVG, Yo Vo petvouv kel Yo mhvta, g HOVILAL Ko
a1ovie cOUPoA TOV kMK TNG NO1KNG deovToroyiog.

Ot Enttd Zogot o1 omoiotl é{noav Kot yapioav T yvmoT Kot TV EUTEPIo TOLG KoTd
Tov 60 ka1 Tov 70 adva T.X., COUEOVA L TOAAEG IGTOPIKEG TINYEG, ATOTEAOVV Eval
Baocikd opoonpo oty 1otopia TG apyaiog EAAGSOC.

Ot Entd Xogoti etvar avtoi mov dpyioav va Bétovv oe apepiofrtnon ta edpaiopéva
moAod aSuidpoto Kot vo emCnTobv Vo KOTovocouy T0 LUGTHPL0 TG VIapEng doTe
Vo dDCOVV ATOVTGELG 6 OEUEMMON EPOTIHLOTO TOV ATACYOAOVV TOV AVOp®mo
QKON KO GTNV CNUEPIVY ETOYN, € OAQ TOOL UNKT] KoL TAQT TOV TACVIATY| LOG.

Ot Entd Xogoi tav ot e€n¢:

®oAng o Muncog,

Xihov o Aakedooviog,

[Mrtaxog o MutiAnvaiog,

Biag o IIpmviog,

K\e6Bovrog o Podog,

26Amv o ABnvaiog, kot

[Tepiavdpog o KopivOioc.

X3

*¢

e

*¢

X3

*¢

X3

*¢

X3

*¢

e

*¢

)
A X4
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Ot tepoticpévor avtol avBpwmot eE€ppalav TIC amOWYELS TOVG Yo Ta dStapopa OEpata
mv avOpomivng Long pe omovdaio amo@dEyata mov £xouv peivel otny 1oTopio Kot
YPNOLOTOOVVTOL OKOLLOL KOl GT)LLEPOL.

Kot 6mog éypaye o peyéhog Friedrich Nietzche®: “To mpdto @ihocoikd yeyovog
otov EMnvikd k660, 1 ETAOYN T®V EXTA GOQOV, TPOGOIOEL TO TPMTO SOKPITO Kot
a&EyaoTo YapakTNPoTIKO ToLV EAANVIKOD ToMTiopov. AALot Aaol £yovv ayiovg, evd
ot 'EAAnveg éxouv eiadcoeovs. 'Eyovv dikio 6tav kémotot SnAdvouv 6Tt évag Aadg dev
kaBopiletar amd Tovg oTOLAIOVG AVOPMOTOVG TTOL £XEL, AALA OTTO TOV TPOTO TOV TOVG
avayvopilet kot Toug Tid.

2. 2nueiwoeis NpoAodyou

1. Metaopaon tov: “The most famous tradition that ties all the sages together has to
do with their modesty and what we might call their collegiality. There are half-a-
dozen versions of this story, but it basically goes as follows: some fishermen find a
tripod, which was a valuable item, worth the equivalent of many thousands of dollars,
traditionally given as a prize in the games. Of course, it was a source of contention.
To whom should it be given? The people consulted Apollo's oracle at Delphi as to its
rightful owner. The god replied that "whosoever is most wise" should possess it. So,
they gave it to Thales, but he did not consider himself as wise as another of the sages,
so he passed it to another, and that sage had the same humble opinion of his own
wisdom, and so passed it to the next, and so on, until the tripod came back to Thales,
who sent it to the shrine of Apollo, because, in truth, it is the god who is the wisest of
all. In this world of competitive wisdom, it is good to remind ourselves of this
example of humility’. Professor Daniel B. Levine, Classical Studies, ‘The
Philosophical Pleiad and College Teachers’ Lecture, University of Arkansas Teaching
Academy Banquet, November 13, 2002.

2. O TTivdapog (522-443 1. X.) eivar 0 peyoldtepog mhavdg Avpikdg TomTnG TG
Apyaiog EALGdac. ['evvnOnke otig Kuvog Kepaléc, yop1d g OnPac. Hrav y1og tov
Aaipavtov kot g KAgodikng. O ITivoapog Ntav n oovi tov AsAedv Yo
neplocdTeEPo and capdvta xpovia. O Ilivoapog, Katd tnv didpketa g (mng tov, giye
Tiun0et omd Odeg T1g EAANViKEG TOAELS Yo TOL TOMUATO TOV Kot EXE TPOCKAAESTEL
ovyva amd PactAeic Kol TUPAVVOLS GTIG ALAES TOVG, WaiTePa omd ToVv Apdvta TG
Maxkedoviag, Apkecsirao g Kvprvng, OMpava tov Axpdyavtog kKot [Epova tov
Zvpakovsmv, 6mov énce and to 476 péyprto 472 n.X.

INo teprocdteceg mAnpogopies, PAEne: (1) anemi.lib.uoc.gr (dmavro ITvddapov), (2)
‘Avpwcot [Tomrég 2 kon 3 ko 4, KAKTOZ, 2001.

3. N meprocodTegeg mAnpopopieg, PAéne: Ilavoaviag ‘EALGd0g [Tepuymoig, Pokikd’,
KAKTOZX, 2001.

4. *...’Ev & 10 mpova® @ &v AghpOig, YEYPOUUEVO EGTIV OPEAN AT AVOPOTOLS £G
Biov: ypar| 6& VO Avdp@V 0dg yevéahar copovg Aéyovoty “EAlnvec’ (IToavcaviag, X,
k0" 857). BAéne Bifhoypagio oty onueimon 3.

5. Biéne: (1) Friedrich Nietzche (1962): Philosophy in the Tragic Age of the Greeks.
Regnery Gateway, (2) V. Tejera (1987): Nietzche and Greek Thought. Dordrecht:
Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, ka1 (3) Friedrich Nietzche (2007): H I'évvnon g
eurhocopiog ota ypdvia g EAAnvinic tpaywdiog. Exkdodoeig KOPONTH.
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3. KepdaAaio A.1l.. Ta AsAgika lNapayyéAuara

‘TIAIY QN KOXMIOX 1201
HBON EI'KPATHY
MEXOX AIKAIOX
IIPE2XBYTHY EYAOI'OX
TEAEYTON AAYIIOY".

Emtypagii oto Ai Khanum®, Afghanistan

AVTO TO KEQAAULO TTEPLEYEL TAL TOAPAYYEAUATO TOV AEAPOV Kot TOL OTTO10 OOV
xopaypéva otov mpodchio toixo tov [pdvaov N enl TV TapacTddmv ™G THANG TOVL
peyarov vaol tov ArdAlmva M et 1oL VEEPHLPOV 1| ML TV TOAADV GTNADV, TOV
elyav tomofetn0el oTIg TAELPEG TOL VOOV TEPIUETPIKA, GTOVG AgAPOoC.

AVt T0 avTEYPOQOV GE LOPUAPIVES GTHAEG KO TOL LETEQEPOV GE OO T LEPT TOV
apyoiov EAAnvikod k6cpov.

Ta mopayyépato ovtd Nrov Mtd amoebEypata 2 £0g 5 AéEemv aAld pestd copiog,
KO T TEPIOCOTEPQ AVIKOV GTOVG 7 GOPOVS TNG apXodTNTaAS , OTWS OVOLPEPOVTOL GE
dupopeg mnyég. Avtol joav ot €ENG:

% ®oing o Miwnoog,

% [Mrtaxdg o Mutinvaiog,

% Biog o TTpnwevg,

% X0Aov o Anvaiog,

% K\edpovirog o Podio,

% [epiavdpog o KopivOog, kan

% Xilov o Aokedopdviog.

To npdTo Kepdhono mepiéxet Tar 147 Aehoucd Hopoayyédpato® petappacpéva amo ta
apyoioc EAAnviKd ota véa EAANviKd, kot 1o devtepo ta [apayyéipata twv entd
coQ®V, amo ta apyaio EAAnvikd oto véa EAAnvikd.

Ta mopoayyélpoto ooy yopayréve oto KEQaiaio, COLPOVO LE SLUPOPES mwég4.

2tV ovvéyela mapovstdloviat ta apyaio EAANvViKE mapayyéipoata e kepaiaio Kot
petdopoacn TV oto véa EAANvikd:

. EITIOY OEQ. Na akolovbeig tov Ogd

. NOMQ [TEIOOY. Na nebapyeic 6Toug vOpovg

. ®EOY ZEBOY. Na Aatpevelg Toug @gotg

. TONEIZ AIAOY. Na céBecat Toug yoveic Gov.
.HTTQ YIIO AIKAIOY. Na vrotdcocecat 6to dikao.
. I'NQBOI MABGQN. I'vopile pabaivovtoag.

. AKOYAX NOEI. Koatavonce agod akouceLg.

~NOoO ok, wWwDN -

8. XAYTON IZOI. I'vopioe tov €0vtd Gov.
9.'AMEIN MEAAE. Zx6meve vo movopevbeic.
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10.KAIPON I'NQOI. ®poévtie va dlakpivelg tnv KOTAAANAN oTIyun.
11.®PONEI ONHTA. Na cxéptecol og Ovntog.

12.ZENOZ QN IZOI. Na £xeig ovvaicOnon o1t gican £vag e1Ao&evodevog.
13.EZTIAN TIMA. No Tytdg TV 0lKOYEVELL GOV.

14 APXE ZEAYTOY. Noa kvpupyeig 6tov €00td GOv.

15.0IAOIZ BOH®EI. No Bon0dg toug gilovg cov.

16.0YMOY KPATEI. Na cvykpateig tov Bupd cov.
17.©PONHXIN AXKEI. Na cuunepipépecat pe ppovnon.
18.ITPONOIAN TIMA. Na tindg v tpdvota Tov Ogov.
19.0PKQ MH XPQ. Na unv opxkileoau.

20.0IAIAN AT'AITA. No ayomdg ™ @M.

21.TTAIAEIAYX ANTEXOY. Na gicot tpooniopévog oty modeio.

22.A0ZAN AIQKE. Na emdidkelg v 60&al.
23.ZODIAN ZHAOQY. Na avaintdg v copio.

24 KAAON EY AET'E. Na gnawveig To opaio.
25.WYET'E MHAENA. Na unv kotnyopeic kavéva.
26.EITAINEI APETHN. Na erowvelg v apet.
27.ITPATTE AIKAIA. Na ntpdrteig mévtote 1o dikato.
28.®IAOIZ EYNOEI. Na guvoeig Toug 9ilovg cov.

29.EXOPOYXZ AMYNOY. Na npopuirdcesotl and Tovg x0povs Gov.
30.EYTENEIAN AXKEI. Na counepipépecat mivioTe e EVYEVELD.
31.KAKIAX ATIEXOY. No anéyeig amd v Kokio.

32. KOINOZ I'INOY. Na evdpépesat yio to ONUocio. Tpdry LLoto.
33.IATA ®YAATTE. Na ngpippovpeic ott ivar 616 Gov.

34. AAAOTPIQN AITEXOY. Maxpid and ta E€va mpdrypato.
35.AKOYE ITANTA. Na axo0¢ ta mévta.

36.EYOHMOZ [ZOI. Na mpeig Opnokevtikn oiyn.

37.0IAQN XAPIZOY. Na Kavelg o yotnplo Tov gilov cov.

38.MHAEN AI'AN. Na pnv vrepBares.

39.XPONOY ®EIAOY. Owovopio ctov ypdvo cov.

40.0PA TO MEAAON. Na kottalelg to HEAAOV.

41.YBPIN MIZEI. Na pioegig ™ Plow Kot TpocPANTIKG GOUTEPPOpdL.
42.IKETAX AIAOY. Na céBecat avtohg mov £Youv KaTo@OYEL G€ 1EPOVE VOOUC.

43.ITAZIN APMOZOY. Na tauptdleig pe 6AovG.

44 YIOYZ [TAIAEYE. No pope®dvelg Toug y100¢ Gov.

45. EXQN XAPIZOY. Otav éyeig va yapilelc.

46.A0AON ®OBOY. Na gopdcat Tov d6A0.

47.EY AOT'EI TTANTAZX. Na eraveig OA0VS TOVG avOpdTOUG.
48.PIAOZODPOZ I'INOY. Na gioan ¢ilog Tng copioc.
49.0XIA KPINE. Na kpivelg copowva pe 1o dikato tomv emv.

S50.'NOYZ ITPATTE. Ilp®to va okEPTesal Kot VOTEPA VO TPATTELS.
51.00ONOY AIIEXQOY. Moxkpid and edvo.

52.EYXOY AYNATA. Na gdyecat yio mpdyHoto Tov pmopodv vo, yivouy.
53.Z20P0I% XPQ. Na cuvavaotpépecal e GOPOUG.
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54. HOOX AOKIMAZE. Na g&e1alelg ToV 0paKTipo. TOL ovOp®TOL.
55.AABQN AITOAOZX. Av mépeig kdtt, va T0 dOCES ToW.
56.YDPOPQ MHAENA. Na punv vtonte0ecat KavEevay.

57.TEXNH XPQ. Na kdvelg ypnon cuoTnUatikav pefddwv oto endyyeiua, 1o
EUTOPIO KOL TNV ETIGTIUN.

58.0 MEAAEIX AOZ. Ot gtvan vo 0GELS, dMGTO.

59.EYEPTEXIAY TIMA. Na Tyl Tig evepyecies.

60.0OONEI MHAENI. Mn ¢Boveic kavévav.

61.0Y AAKH ITPOXEXE. Na mpocéyelg v ac@dield cov.

62.EAIIIAA AINEIL. No vpveic tnv eAmioa.

63.AIABOAHN MIZEIL Na pioeig v yeotikn katnyopia.

64.AIKAIQY KTQ. Na amoktdg pe dikato tpdmo.

65.ATA®OYX TIMA. Na tindg Toug kalobvg avOpdmovc.
66.KPITHN I'NQ®I. Na yvopileg avtdév mov kpivel.
67.AMOYZX KPATEI Na vrotdccecat oty £yyaun (on.

68. TYXHN NOMIZE. Na motedelg oty toyn.

69.EITTYHN OEYTE. Na amogebyelg v €yydnon otov daveiouo.
70.ATIAQX ATAAETOY. No cuvoloAéyeoat omAd.

71.0MOIOIX XPQ. Na 6uvavaosTpépesal TOVG OLOI0VG GOV .
72.AATTANQN APXOY. Na gAéyyeig ta £€£006 Gov.

73. KTQMENOZX HAOY. Na yaipeoot To amoKTHHoTd Gov.
74 AIZXYNHN ZEBOY. Na gofdcat To vipdmiacpa.
75.XAPIN EKTEAEI. Na kéveig yapec.

76.EYTYXIAN EYXOY. Na gbyeoat tnv gutuyio.

77. TYXHN ZTEPTE. Na gioat 6topytkdg oty poipa.

78.AKOYON OPA. Na mapatnpeic 0Tt akovg.

79.EPI’AZOY KTHTA. Na xomdleig yio Tpayato Tov umopodv vo, amoktnfovv.
80.EPIN MIZEI. Na poeig tic grlovikeies.

81.ONEIAOZ EX®AIPE. Na gyfpedecar tov yhevacuo.

82.I'AQTTAN IZXE. Na cvykpateig v YAOGGO GOV.

83.YBPIN AMYNOY. Na apbdvesar anévavtt ot Plow kot TpocsPAnTikn
GUUTEPLPOPAL.

84 . KPINE AIKAIA. Na kpivelg dikouo.

85.XPQ XPHMAZXIN Xpnoyonoince ott £xE1s.
86.AAQPOAOKHTOZX AIKAZE. Na dwalelg yopic va déxecat dmpa.
87.AITIQ ITAPONTA. Na katnyopeig kdmotov étav givorl Topav.
88.AEI'E EIAQZX. Na phag yvopilovtog.

89.BIAX MH EXOY. Mnv evepyeig pe Piato tpdmo.

90.AAYIIQZX BIOY. Na Ceic yopic AOmm.

91.OMIAEI TTPAQZX. Na ¢épecat 6Tovg GAAOVGS LLE TPAATNTOL.

92.I1EPAZX EINITEAEI MH AITOAEIAIQN. Na Bydaleig mépa tig vmoféceic Gov
Yopic va poPdcat Kot va xévels to 06ppog Gov.

93.OIAODPONEI ITAXIN. No copmeptpépesat Le GIAOPPOGHVT TPOS OAOVG,.
94.YIOIX MH KATAPQ. Na unv kataptécat Toug yioug Gov.

11



http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/

Apyaio EAAnvika [opayyéipata (Ancient Greek Maxims)

95.'YNAIKOZ APXE. Na kvBepvdg v yovaika cov.

96.ZEAYTON EY IIOIEI. Na gvepyeteic ToV €00TO GOL.
97.EYITPOXHI'OPOZX I'INOY. Na piAdg pe ko kot uyevikd Tpomo.
98.AIIOKPINOY EN KAIPQ. Na amavtdg 6Tov KATAAANA0 Kopo.

99.IIONEI MET’ EYKAEIAX. Na komd{elg KpatdvTog TNV KOATY 6oV GHu.
100.ITPATTE AMETANOHTQZX. Na evepyeig pe oryovpd.

101. AMAPTANQN METANOEI. Otov c@dAeic vo PeTavoEic.
102.000AAMOY KPATEI. Na kuplopyeig TV HoTudv Gov.
103.BOYAEYOY XPONQ. Na cképtecal pe dveon xpovov.

104.ITPATTE ZYNTOMQZX. Ot kévelg va 10 KAVELS LLE TOVTNTO.
105.0IAIAN ®YAATTE. Na kpatdg T1g @ihieg cov.

106.EYI'NQMOQN I'INOY. Na gicat euyvoumv.

107.0MONOIAN AIQKE. No emdunkelg opdvola.

108.APPHTON KPYTITE. Na punv @ovepmvelg HuoTIK .

109.TO KPATOYN ®OBOY. Na gpofdcar tnv e€ovaia.

110.TO XYMOEPON ®HPQ. Na kuvnydg 10 GuUeEpov.

111. KAIPON ITPOXAEXOQY. Na déxecot Tnv gukanpia e guyopiotnon.
112. EXOPAX ATAAYE. Na d10Adeig t1g £xOpec.

113.THPAZ ITPOXAEXOQY. Na déxecat To ynpoTeld.

114.EITI POMH MH KAY XQ. No unv kovyl€cat yio T GOUUTIKT GOV SUVOL.
115.EY®HMIAN AZKEI. Ta Adyia cov va givor Adylo evsEPeLoC.
116.ATIEXO®EIAN ®EYTE. No amopebyelg v anéydeto.

117.TTAOYTEI AIKAIQZX. Na mhovtilelg dikoua.

118.AOZAN MH AEIIIE. No pnv £yKoTaAEinelg ott ano@icioes.
119.KAKIAN MIZEIL No poseic v xoxio.

120.KINAYNEYE OPONIMQZE. Na dtaktvduvevelg pue epovnon.

121 MANOGANQN MH KAMNE. Mnyv kovpdlecat va podaivers.

122. OEIAOMENOZ MH AEIIIE. Mnv aenveig timote otn pHéon amd Qeo.
123.XPHEMOYZ OAYMAZE. Na Tytdg toug ¥pnopovg.

124.0YX TPEOEIZ AT'AITA. Ocovg TpEPELS VO TOVG aryOTtdiG.

125.ATIONTI MH MAXOY. Mnv 1a Bdaleig pe avBpwmo mov dev etvar mapdv.
126.ITPEXBYTEPON AIAQY. Na céBeoat Toug YEPOVTOTEPOLG.

127 NEQTEPON AIAAZKE. Na 61040KElg TOVG VEOTEPOUG.

128.ITAOYTO AIIIZTEL No punv €xeig epmotochvn 6Tov TAOVTO.
129.XEAYTON AIAQOY. Na 6¢Becat tov €0vtd Gov.

130.MH APXE YBPIZEIN. Na punv kvpapyeig pe araloveio.
131.ITPOI'ONOYZ XTED®ANOY. Na Bales otepdvia pe dvOn otovg tdpoug tev
TPOYOVAV GOV.

132.0NHXKE YIIEP [TATPIAOZX. Na nebaivelg yio v matpidoa Gov.

133.TQQ BPQ MH AX®OY. Mnv ta Balec pe ™ Con.

134 ETII NEKPQ MH I'EAA. Na unv nteptyehdc Tovg vekpog.

135 ATYXOYNTI XYNAXO®OY. Na GuUTAc)ELS LLE TOVG SUCTUYIGUEVOLG,.
136.XAPIZOY ABAABQZE. Na kaveig ydpeg yopis vo PAamTelC.

137.MH EIII ITANTI AYTIOY. Na unv 6tevoymplécat fe to mévo.
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138.EZ EYTENQN I'ENNA. Na anoktdg motdtd amd VYEVIKY KATOYYT.
139.EITAITEAOY MHAENI. Mn vtdcyecat 6€ Kavévay.
140.00IMENOYZXZ MH AAIKEIL. Mnv cvunepipépecor adika 6Toug mefapévoug.

141 EY [TAZXE QX ONHTOZ. Na gvtuyeic wg 0vntog dvOpomoc.
142. TYXH MH IIZTEYE. Mnv £&yeig epumotochvny oty tHN.
143.ITAIZ ON KOXMIOZX IX@I. No glcot KOGHOG ¢ ToLidi.

144 HBOQN ETKPATHZ. Q¢ épnpog va gioan eykpatig.
145.MEZOX AIKAIOZX. Q¢ peonikag vo gicot dikotog.
146.ITPEZBYTHX EYAOI'OZ. Q¢ yépovtag va gicat Aoyikog.
147. TEAEYTQN AAYTIOZX. I1eBaivovtag va punv Avmdoat.

4. Znueiwoeig Tou KepaAaiou A.1

1. To Ai Khanum oTto AgyavioTav, gival iowg n Totmrobeaia tng AAeEAvOpEIng
NG Apaxwaiag , Kovta oTov TTotapd Oxus river (Amudar'ya).

MNa epioodTepa BAETe: (1) Bernard, P. (1973). ‘Fouilles d’Ai Khanum'. 21(1).
In ‘Memoires de la delegation archeologique francaise en Afganistan’. Paris :
Klincksieck, kai (2) : www.livius.org.

2. Biéne: (1) Diels, H. (1958). Doxographi Graeci. Berlin: Weidmann., (2) Diels, H.
(1958). Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. Berlin:Wiedmenn., (3) Diels, H. & Kranz,
W. (2001). The pre-socratic philosophers. Publications PAPADIMA, Athens, Greece.,
(4) Plutarch (1928): Dinner of the Seven Sages (Moralia 146b ff) Tr. F. C. Babbitt.
Loeb Classical Library. Harvard Univ. Press., (5) Lypourlis, D. (2004). The Seven
Sages, ZITROS, Salonica, Greece., (6) Kefalas, Nektarios (1895-1896). ‘Treasury of
Sacred and Philosophical Sayings’ (GREEK: IEPQN KAI ®IAOZODPIKQN
AOT'TQON ®GHXAYPIEMA). Zireidios Religious School, Athens, Greece.
Also:anemi.lib.uoc.gr.

3. O op1Budc 147 1oovton pe T0 amoTEAEGILO TOV TOAAATAAGIOGHOV: 3 emtl 7 emi 7
(3x7x7). O ap1Buog 3 onuartodotei v Oeikn telednTo cHUE®VA pe Tov [TvBayopa.
O apBpdc 4 avTImPoGOTEVEL TV OAOKANPOUEVT ONovPYio TOL GOUTAVTOG: o1 4
EMOYEG TOL YPOVOL, 014 Avepot, o1 4 katevduveelg (Bopdg, votog avatoin, 6von), ta 4
otoyyeia (poTid, vepd, aépag, yn), kKA. O apBuog 7, cdugpova pe v Iubayopeia
@0ocoia, etvat 0 GUVILAGHOG TOV 3 Kot TOV 4 Ko aVTITPOSOTEVEL TO cvpumav: To 3
onpaivel ‘Bewn tererdtnta’ kot to 4 onuaivetl ‘oAokAnpopévn dnuovpyia Tov
ocoumovtog’. Emiong n Apa tov B0 AmdAhmva Exel 7 xopdég, ot apyaiot coeoi nTav
7, KAm. O apOpog 147 (3X7X7) avrmpocmmredel OAeg TIG Oeikéc a&iec Tov GVOUTAVTOG
(To GVUTAY TOL GOUTAVTOC).

4. Biéne: Powell, Christides, kon www.greek-language.qr.
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5. KepdAaio A.2.. Ta ATopOsyuara Twv mra apxaiwv copwyv

‘O1 entd cooi glyav Tpiot KOV YOPOKTNPIGTIKA: £ypagayv moinomn (Tov 6TV enoyn
TOVG dgv elye epevpebel axduN), coppeTelyav oty oAtk (GVVRO®G e AVOTOTEG
0éoe1g), Kol ackoboav TNV GoPia, SNAdT, EKovay TPAYHOTO SNUOGIMG TOV
EKONADVOV TIG YVMDOELS TOVS GTOVG GALOLG .

Professor Richard P. Martin®, Princeton University, 1998.

To npdTo kePdrato mepiEyet Ta Aghpikd [apayyélpato LETAPPAGLEVO OO TO.
apyoioc EAANviKd ota véa EAAN VKA. Avtd To KEQAANI0 TEPIEXEL TA TOPAYYEALLOTOL
TV 7 6opmV TG apyaiog EALGdac and ta apyaio EAANvViKG ota véa EAANVIKA.

Ot entd cogoi g apyaiog EALGSag oav ot e€ng: KiedPfovrog o Pdd1og, XoAwv o
AbBnvaiog, ®aing o Miknclog, [Tirtaxodc o Mutinvaiog, Biog o TTpnvedg,
[Tepiavdpog o KopivOiog, kar Xikov o Aakedopoviog.

2ty ovvéyela mapovotdloviat ta apyaio EAANvikd anoeBéypata e kepaiaio Kot
petdppacn tov ota véa EAAnvikd, Yo ka0e Eva Goeo.

AITIOPOEI'MATA TOY KAEOBOYAOY

O KAedBovrog rav v1d¢ tov Evaydpa kot yevvinke otnv Aivdo, 6to vnot g
P680v>. "Elnoe otov ékto aidva . X. Hrtav thpavvog g Atvdov, Kot £vag amo Toug
entd 6oeovg ™G Apyaiog EALGSOG.

2opeava pe dapopeg TnyEG To akdAovBa amo@OEéypaTo amodidovial e aVToV.

1.METPON APIXTON. To pétpo (6pto, avaroyia) eivar to kaAdTepO.

2.ITATEPA AEI AIAEIZ®AI. Na 6éBecat Tov matépa Gov.

3.EY TO ZQOMA EXEIN KAI THN WYYXHN. Na dtatnpeig o koA Katdotaon 1o
GO GOV KOl TNV YLYN GOV.

4 OIAHKOON EINAI KAI MH TTOAYAAAON. Na 6ov ap£0eLg va 0kovg Kot Vo,
UNVv AEG TOAAG.

S5.IIOAYMAG®H H AMAG®H. KoAvtepa va gicat moAvpabng tapd apadne.

6. AQXXAN EYOHMON KEKTHZ®AL H yAdooa cov va Aéet pdvo Adyo
eVoEPelag.

7.APETHX OIKEION (EINAI) KAKIAYX AAAOTPION. Na gicon otkeiog pe mv
apeTn, EEVOC e TN Kokio.

8. AAIKEIAN MIZEIN. Na pioegig v adiia.

9. EYXEBEIAN ®YAAZXZEIN. Na gicot mdvto evcepng.

10. TIOAITAIZ TA BEATIETA XYMBOY AEIN. Xtovg cuumoAiteg Gov va
GLUPOVAEVELS TAVTOTE TOL KOADTEPQL.

11. HAONHZX KPATEIN. Na gicot kvpiog tng ndovig (amdrovong).

12. BIA MHAEN ITPATTEIN. No punv kdveig tirote pe t Pia.

13. TEKNA TTAIAEYEIN. Na pop@dveig ta modid Gov.

14 TYXH EYXEXOALI. Na npocedyecor oty Toym.

15. EX®PAZ ATAAYEIN. Na dtoAdeig t1g £xOpec.
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16. TON TOY AHMOY EX®PON ITIOAEMION NOMIZEIN.

Tov gxBpd 1oV Aaov va Tov Bewpeic £xBpd cov.

17.'YNAIKI MH MAXEXOAI MHAE AI'AN ®PONEIN AAAOTPIQN
ITAPONTQN TO MEN I'AP ANOIAN, TO AE MANIAN AYNATAI I[TAPEXEIN.
No pnv draminktilecat pe ™ yovoaika Gov 00TE VoL TG GUUTEPLPEPESAL OAULOVIKA
UTPOGTA 0 AALOVG: TO TPAOTO JElYVEL KLPIOS avonsio, EVA T0 OEVTEPO UTOPEL VoL GE
Kdvet va, OewpnBeig Tperdc.

18. OIKETAX ME®YONTAX MH KOAAZEIN EI AE MH, AOZEIX ITAPOINEIN.
Noa pnv tinmpeic peBuopévous 0tkdc1Tovg 0000V AAMMS Ba paveig Kt €60
nebvopévog.

19. TAMEIN EK TQON OMOIQN EAN I'AP EK TON KPEITTONQN, AEZIIOTAZ,
OY XYITENEIX KTHZH.

Noa tavtpevesot and v dikf cov téén Yot av o (1 M) ovluyog eivar omd avdtepn,
00 AmOKTNOELS APEVTIKA, OYL GUYYEVEILG.

20. MH EIIITEAA TQ XKQITTONTI AIIEX®HX 'AP EXH TOIX
YKQIITOMENOIX

Mn yehdg emdokpactikd Yy avtdv mov mepurailet, yioti Oa emovpelg 10 picog avtmv
nov eprailovrol.

21. EEYIIOPOYNTA MH YITEPHO®ANON EINAI, ATIOPOYNTA MH
TATIEINOYZOAL.

Av gloat TAoVG10G, PNV vITEPNEAVEDESAL. AV €GO OTWYOG, LT TATEWVMOVECOL.

AITIODPOEI'MATA TOY YXOAQNA

0 Z6r@vag frov vide Tov Eénkeotidn®. Fevvionke oty Sodapiva, tepinov to 640
n.X., oA €inoe omv ABnva o¢ 1o 560 7. X. "Htav vopoBEtmg, moAttikdg
LETAPPLOGTAG Kot TOMTHG, KOl VOGS 0T0 TOLG ENTA 60PoVS TG Apyaiog EALGSaC.

2opeava pe dapopeg TnyE To akdAovBa amo@OEéyaTo amrodidovial e aVTOV.

1. MHAEN AI'AN. IToté ko vrepPoin.

2. KPITHX MH KA®IXO EI AE MH, TQ AHO®ENTI EXGPOX EXH.

Noa pnv maipvelg 8éom dwcaot aAldg o piondeig amd Tov KoTadKacHEVO.

3. HAONHN ®EYTE, HTIX AYIIHN TIKTEIL Na arno@edyelg v noovn
(evyapioon, yopa) mov yevvael A (COUATIKO 1] Yuykod TOVOo).

4. DYAAZXE TPOIIOY KAAOKAT AGIAN OPKOY IIEXETOTEPAN.

Kpdta v guyéveln Kot KaAOGUHV TOV XOPOKTHPO GOV MO TGTH ond TOV OPKO GOV.
5. ZOPATIZOY TOYX MEN AOI'OYX XIT'H, THN AE XZIT'HN KAIPQ.

Yepayile ta Adylo Pe GUOTM, KO T CLOT UE TNV KOTAAANAN oTiypn).

6. MH YEYAOY, AAA AAAHO®EYE. Mn Agg yéppota aArd v oAndeio.

7. TA ZIIOYAAIA MEAETA. Na acyoAieioon e cofapd kot aEOA0Y0 TPy AT,
8. TON TONEQN MH AETE AIKAIOTEPA.

Mnv 1oyvpilecar 0T1 Aeg o dikaa Tpdrypota and Tovg YOVES Gov.

9. ®IAOYX MH TAXY KTQ, OYZ A’ AN KTHXH, MH TAXY AITOAOKIMAZE.
Mnyv amoxtdg Practikd @ilovg. Otav dImg TOVg OMOKTNGELS, UV TOVS OOPPINTELS
BrooTukd.

10. APXEZOAI MAGQN, APXEIN EINIETHZH.

Mobvo av pdabeig va drokeioat, Oa EEpeig va S101KelS.

11. EYOYNAX ETEPOYZX AEIQON AIAONAI, KAI AYTOZX YIIEXE.
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Av {ntdg amd toug dALOLG Vo AoyodoTovV, va gicat TpdBLHOG va AoY0d0TElS Kt £6.
12. X>YMBOYAEYE MH TA HAIZTA, AAAA TA BEATIXTA.

Ot cupPovréc Gov va unv givat yio T o euyipLoTa, oAAG Yo T0L TO KOAG.

13. TOIZ ITIOAITAIZ MH GPAXYNOY.

Noa pnv amofpachvesal Tpog TOVG CLUTOAITEG GOV.

14. MH KAKOIZ OMIAEI. Na pnv cuvavastpépecat kakovs avOpmmoug.

15. XPQ TOIX @EOIX. Na éxeig oyéoelg pe toug Beovc.

16. ®IAOYZX EYZEBEI. Na céBecat toug ¢iAovg cov.

17. O AN MH IAHZ MH AETE. Av dgv d¢ig Kdtt, unv 1o A€S.

18. EIAQZX ZIT'A. Kt av Epetg, un LAbg.

19. TOIZ EAYTOY IIPAOZ IZOI. Na gicot mpdog amévavtt 6Toug d1KOVG GOV.
20. TA AOANH TOIZ ®ANEPOIX TEKMAIPOY.
Ao To paveEPA VO GUUTEPAIVELS TO CLPOVT).

AITIODPOEI'MATA TOY XTAQNA

O Xikovag frav vidg Tov Aaudyntov?. Tevvifnke oty Sndpt, tepinov to 560 1.X.,
kot £{noe omv Zraptn. Hrtav vopoBEtng, moAtikog Kot EAEYEIKOS ToMmTNg, Kot Vag
OT0 TOLG EMTA OPOVG TG Apyaiag EALGSaC.

2opeova pe dapopeg TnyEG To akdAovBa amo@OEéyaTo amrodidovial e aVToV.

1. INQOI XAYTON. Na yvopicelg Tov €0vtod GOov.
2. I[TINQN, MH TTOAAA AAAEI AMAPTHZH I'AP.
Otav mivel, pe Aeg moAAd, Oa kdvelg AdO.
3. MH AIIEIAEI TOIX EAEY®EPOIZ OY I'AP AIKAION.
Noa pn pidég ometintikd otovg eAehBepovg avBpmdmovg, Yot dev eival cmoTo.
4. MH KAKOAOT'EI TOYZX ITAHXION EI AE MH, AKOYXH E®’ OIX
AYTTHOHXH.
Mn kakoAoyelg Tovg TANGiov cov, aAMMG 0’ akovsels Tpdypata Tov Ha o
GTEVOYMOPNGOLV.
5. EIII TA AEITINA TON ®IAQN BPAAEQY [TOPEYOY, EIIl AE TAX ATYXIAX
TAXEQX.
Y10 deimva TV @iA®V Gov va Tyaivelg otyd- o1yd, GTIG 0TVYIES TOVS YPIYOPO.
6. TAMOYZX EYTEAEIZ ITOIOY. O yépog cov va gtvat Atdg.
7. TON TETEAEYTHKOTA MAKAPIZE. Na kohotvyileg avtév mov mébave.
8. IPEXBYTEPON ZEBOY. Na 6é€Becat Toug yepovtdtepoug.
9. TON TA AAAOTPIA ITEPIEPTAZOMENON MIXEIL.
Noa poeig Tov dvBpomo mov avokatedesat 6Tig EEVES VTOOEGELS.
10. ZHMIAN AIPOY MAAAON H KEPAOX AIZXPON. TO MEN I'AP AITAZE
AYTIHZEI, TO AE AEI.
Noa wpotipdg ™ {npid mopd 10 aisypo k€EPO0G, T0 £va Bo G€ GTEVAYMPNOEL LOVO Lol
Qopd, evd T0 AAL0 Ba 6€ oTEVAYWOPEL TAVTOTE.
11. TQ AYETYXOYNTI MH EITIT'EAA.
Noa pnv yeddg pe avBpwmo mov tov Pprike dvotuyia.
12. TPAXEXIN HXYXON XEAYTON ITAPEXE, OIIQX XE AIZXYNONTAI
MAAAON, H ®OBQONTAL
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No pévelg Npepog amévavtt 6Tovg AEECTOVG VOPMTOVG, Y10 VAL GE VIPEMOVTOL LAALOV
nopd va oe poPovval.

13. THX IAIAX OIKIAZ ITPOXTATEI

Na tpootatedelg TNV OKOYEVELL GOVL.

14. HTAQXXA Y0Y MH IIPOTPEXETO TOY NOY.

Noa punv Tpotpéyel n YAOGCH GOV TG d10voiog GOov.

15. ®YMOY KPATEI. Na cvykpateig to Bupd cov.

16. MH EITIOYMEI AAYNATA.

Noa pnv emBopeic Tpdypata mov dev UTopovV va Yivouv.

17. EN OAQ MH ZIIEYAE ITPOAT'EIN, MHAE THN XEIPA KINEIN MANIKON
T'AP.

210V OpOLO L1 GTEVOELS VO TPOCTEPAGELS AAAOVS OVTE VO, YELPOVOUELS, 0VTO TO
KGvouv ot TpeArol.

18. NOMOIZX [TEI®OY. Na vtakovg 6Toug VOLOUC.

19. AAIKOYMENOZ ATIAAAAZX0Y, YBPIZOMENOX AE MH TIMQPOY.
Otav adweioo va gioat StaAloktikdg, 0tav o Bpilovv, va un Intdg exdiknon.

AITIOPOEI'MATA TOY OAAH

O Oalnc frav vidg Tov E&apva ko g KieoBoviivac®. [evvinke oty Apyaia
EAAnvikcn moin Milnto ¢ loviag oty Mikpd Acia. 'E{nce amo to 624 — 546 n. X.
"Hrtav emotipovag, erkocopos Kot 0 10puts ™ lovikig oxoAng Kot T QUGIKNG
euocopiog. Emiong sivon évag amo toug entd copotg g Apyaiog EAALSAG.

2opeova pe dtapopeg TnyE To akdAovBa amo@OEéypaTo amrodidovial e avToV.

1. EITYA, I[TAPA A’ ATA. Adoe gyyimon (o€ daveioud) kot 1) copeopd ivar dimha.
2. DIAQN ITAPONTON KAI ATIONTQN MEMNHZXO

Noa Bvpdoat tovg eilovg Gov Kot OTav eivatl Kovtd Gov kot 0Tav Bpickovtal pokpid
cov.

3. MH THN OYIN KAAAQITIZOY, AAA’ EN TOIX EIITHAEYMAZIN [X0I
KAAOZL.

Noa pnv koAlorileig v eEoteptki] Gov eUPAvIoT, 0AAE Vo KorTAlelg va eicot wpaiog
GTNV GLUTEPLPOPA GOV.

4. MH [TAOYTEI KAKQZX. Na unv miovtilelg pe doynuo tpomo.

5. MH ZE ATABAAAETQ AOI'OX I[TPOZ TOYZ [NIETEQY KEKOINQNHKOTAZ
Noa pnv enttpéneic cukopovtieg va og ennpedlovv g PAPoc TPOSCHOT®V TOV KEPIIGAV
TNV EUTIGTOGVVI GOV.

6. KOAAKEYEIN 'ONEIX MH OKNETI.

Noa pnv kovpalecat va KOAAKEVELS KOl VO KOAOTLAVELS TOVG YOVEIG GOV.

7. MH ITPOZAEXQOY TO ®AYAON. Noa unv amodéyesot 1o KoKo.

8. OIOYZ AN EPANOYX ENEI'KHX TOIZ TONEYZI, TOYTOYX AYTOYZ EN
TQ I'HPA TTAPA TON TEKNQN IMTPOZAEXOY.

Ot mpdvoteg AAPelg yia Toug Yovelg Gov, TETOLES VO TEPYEVELS KL GV GTA YNPOATELL
6oV amd TO T8 GOV.

9. XAAEIION TO EY I'NQNALI. H cwot yvoun etvor S306KoA0 Tpdypo.

10. HAIZTON TO EIMII®OYMIAX TYXEIN.
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H mpaypatomoinon pag emBopiog eivar moAd guydpioto Tpayua.
11. ANIAPON APITA. H apyia eivor duchpeoto mpdypa.

12. BAABEPON AKPAXIA.

To va unv eréyyelg tov eantd cov gival frafepd mpdypo.

13. BAPY AITAIAEYZIA. H apdBeta givar evoyAntikod mpdypa.
14. AIAAZKE KAI MANGANE TO AMEINON

Noa dwdokelg kot vo pabaivelg to kaAdTepo.

15. APT'OX MH IX@1, MHA’ AN ITAOYTHZX

Noa pnv gicat apydoyorog, akdun Kt av eicot TAoVG10G.

16. KAKA EN OIKQ KPYIITE. Na kpbpeig o Kakd 6To omitt Gov.
17. P®ONOY MAAAON H OIKTEIPOY.

KaAvtepa va oe @Bovovv mapd vo o€ AVTOVVTOL.

18. METPQ XPQ. Na éxeig pétpo.

19. MH MMAXI ITIIXTEYE. Na unv gumotevecot Toug mévTed.

20. APXQN KOXMEI ZEAYTON

Otav kuPepvig og apxovtag, va 6ToMEE TOV E0VTO GOV.

AITIOPOEI'MATA TOY INITTAKOY

O ITrrtaxdg frow vidg Tov Y ppadiov’. Tevvidnke oty Mutiuivn, mepinov o 650
n.X., kot é{noe omv MutiAnvn ewg 1o 570 . X.. "Htov moMTiKdg Kot GTpaTIiTIKOg
Nyémg g MutiAnvng, Kot évag amo tovg entd copovs ™ Apyaiog EALGSaG.

2opeova pe dtapopeg TnyEg To akdAovBa amo@OEéyaTo amodidovial e aVToOV.

1. KAIPON I'NQ®I. MéBe va drakpivelg v KatdAAnAn otiypn

2.0 MEAAEIZ IIOIEIN, MH AET'E ATIOTYXQN I'AP KATATEAAX®HXH. Mn
LA Y1 OTL GKOTEVELG VOL KAVELS Y1OTL oV OV TaL KATAPEPELS, OAOL Bl GE TEptyeEhovV
3.TOIX EINITHAEIOIZ XPQ. Na axo0¢ toug ¢piAovg Gov

4.0ZA NEMEZAX TQ ITAHZION, AYTOZX MH IIOIEI Oca dev 6ov apécovv
0TOVG GALOLG, VO UMV KAVELG O 10106

5. KAKOITPAI'OYNTA MH ONEIAIZE EIII TAP TOYTOIX NEMEXIX ®EQN
KAG®HTAI. Mnv katnyopeig tov avOpmmo mov ducstuyel eivor amd to TpdyLota mon
TPOKOAOVV TNV ayOVAKTIOT KOl TNV T®pio Tov Bemv

6.ITAPAKPATH®HKE AITIOAOX. A®oce micw To ayafd mov Gov eumetevdnKoy
7.ANEXOY YIIO TQN ITAHXION MIKPA EAATTOYMENOZX.

Agtyve avoyn otig pikpég {néS Tov 6oL TPOKAAOVY Ol SUTAAVOl GOv

8. TON ®IAON KAKQX MH AETE, MHA’ EY TON EX®PON AXYAAOI'TETON
I'AP TO TOIOYTON.

Noa pnv kakoAoyeic pido, 00te Op®S vo emaveig exBpod yroti kKt T€to10 givar
TAPALOYO

9.AEINON XYNIAEIN TO MEAAON, AZOAAEZ TO TENOMENON.

Eivat dhoxoAro moAd va dtakpivelg to péAAov, oiyovpo givat avtd mov yve
10.ITIZTON T'H, AITIXTON GAAAXZA.

A&omoto mpdypa etvon 1 otepld, ava&lomoto 1 Bdlacoa

11.ATTAHZTON KEPAOZ. To képdog etvar akdpecto

12. KTHZAI AIAIA: EYZEBEIAN, ITAIAEIAN, XQ®POXYNHN, ®PONHZIN,
AAHOEIAN, ITIXTIN, EMIIEIPIAN, EITIAEZEIOTHTA, ETAIPEIAN,
EINIMEAEIAN, OIKONOMIAN, TEXNHN.
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Noa amoktdg 0Tt dev eBeipetan amd Tov ¥povo: evcéfeta, Tadeia, GOEPOGHVI,
epovVNoN, aAndeta, TioT, meipa, eMTNOEOTNTO, CLUVEPYAGIN, EMUEAELD,
VOIKOKVLPOGUVI], YVMDGELS EMAYYEALATOG

AITIODPOEI'MATA TOY BIANTA

O Biag ntav v16g tov Tsﬁwuoxﬂ. I'evvnOnke oty [pmvn g loviag, o oA g
loviag, Bopeta g MiAntov, omv Mikpd Acia.

'ECnoe oy [pujvn tov ékto onmdva 7. X. (mepinov 625-540 n.X.). Hrav évog amo
TOVG ENTE G0POvS TS Apyaiog EAAGDG.

2opeava pe dtapopeg TnyEG To akdAovBa amoeOEéyaTo amrodidovial e aVToV.

1.0I ITAEIZTOI ANOPQITIOI KAKOI.

O1 o moAroi dvBpmmot eivor Kakot.
2.EX TO EXOIITPON EOH EMBAEWANTA AEI, EI MEN KAAOX ®AINH,
KAAA TIOIEIN, EI AE AIXXPOZX, TO THX ®YZEQX EAAIIIEZ AIOPOOYXAI
TH KAAOKAT AGIA.
Koita&e otov kaBpépn cov, Kot av paivesot wpoiog, TPETEL VoL KAVELS OLOPPOL
TPAYUATO, OV PAIVESUL AGYNUOG, TPETEL VAL O10pODVELS TN PLGIKT GOV EAAEYT Ue
EVYEVELD KOl KOAOGUHVT
3.BPAAEQY ET'XEIPEI O A’ AN AP=ZH, ATABEBAIOY.
Noa pnv Bralecon va avardfelg kdt. Ot Opmc apyicels, va pévelg otadepds 6’ avto.
4 MIZEI TO TAXY AAAEIN, MH AMAPTHZ MATANOIA TTAP AKOAOYG®EIL.
Noa poeig ™ Praoctikn opdio. Ymdpyet 9OoBog va kavelg Aadn, omdte axoAovdei n
petévotla
5.MHT’ EYH®HZX [X0I, MHTE KAKOH®HX. Na unv eicot apeAng kalonong, ovte
OHmG Kot £vag Kakon g
6.AOPOXYNHN MH ITPOZAEXOY. Na pun déyxecot v avoncio
7.0PONHZIN AT'AITA. Na ayamdg tn chveon.
8.ITEPI ®EQN AETE, QX EIXI ®EOIL I'a toug Beovg va Aeg 6Tt vrdipyovv
9.NOEI TO ITPATTOMENON. No avtiAapfévecor Ta TpotTOUeVa.
10.AKOYE ITOAAA. Na ako0¢ moALd
11.AAAEI KAIPIA. No piAdg T oTtyun Tov mpémet.
12.TTENHZ QN ITAOYZXIOIX MH EIIITIMA, HN MH MET'A QOEAHX.
Av gloat TYOC, U1 Kot YopEic TOVG TAOVGIOVGS, AV OEV MPEAEIG TOAD
13.ANAZION ANAPA MH EITAINEI AIA [TAOYTON
Mnv enawveic tov mhovoto dvopa, av givarl avBpmmog ywpis atia
14.TIEIXAX AABE, MH BIAXAMENOZX. Na naipvelg pe v nelfo, oyt pe m Pio
15.0TI AN ATA®GON TIPAXYXHZ, ®EOYX MH XEAYTON AITIQ.
Ot kaAd cov cupPaivel, va 10 amodidelg 6Tovg Beovg, Oyl GTOV EAVTO GOV
16.KTHXAI EN MEN NEOTHTI EYTIPAZEIAN, EN AE TQ I'HPA XO®IAN.
Koirale va kepdioelg ota vidta 6ov ta pécsa yio pd dveto {on, ota 8 ynpoteld Gov
copla
17.EEEIZ EPTQ MNHMHN, KAIPQ EYAABEIAN, TPOIIQ 'ENNAIOTHTA,
ITONQ ET'KPATEIAN, ®OBQ EYXEBEIAN, [TAOYTQ ®IAIAN, AOT'Q TIEIOQ,
YII'H KOXMON, I'NQMH AIKAIOZYNHN, TOAMH ANAPEIAN, ITPAZEI
AYNAZTEIAN, AO=EH HTEMONIAN.
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Me ta épya Gov O OMOKTNGELG VAN,
Le T1g mepiotdoelg oefacuo,

LLE TT] GLUTEPIPOPE GOV YEVVOLOTNTO,
LLE TOV KOO EYKPATELQ,

Le Tov OPo evcéPeta,

Le Tov TA0VTO PLAMEC,

pe Tov Adyo e,

LLE TNV GlOTN 6TOAd0,

LE TO LOOAD dKAOGUV,

pe v oAU avdpeia,

Le Tig TPAEELS Gov dHVaN,

Le 10 KaAd cov dvopa eEovacia

AITIOPOEI'MATA TOY INIEPTIANAPOY

O Tepiavdpog frav viog Tov Koyerov®. Tevvinke oty Kopwho to 627 1.X., ko
élnoe omv Kdépwvho ewg to 587 . X.. "Hrav tHpavvog g KopivBov, kot évag amo
TOVG ENTE G0PoVvS ™S Apyaiog EAAGSG.

Zopeava pe dtapopeg TnyEg To akdAovda amoeOEéypaTo amrodidovial e avToV.

1.MEAETH TO ITAN. H e&doknon givat To mav.

2.KAAON HXYXIA EINIZOAAEX ITPOIIETEIA. Qpaio mpdypa n novyia,
emkivouvo mpdrypa 1 awbdadela

3. KEPAOX AIZXPON. To képdog givar vipomn

4. AHMOKPATIA KPEITTON TYPANNIAOZX. H dnuoxpartia eivor kahdtepn and
v ££0VGia TOL TVPAVVOL

5.A1 MEN HAONAI ONHTALI, Al AE APETAI AOANATOIL. Ot pev noovég sivar
EPNUEPES, O1 O APETES OAVATES

6.EYTYXQN MEN METPIOX [£0I, ATYXQN AE OPONIMOZX. Otav gutuyeic va
eloot petpnuévog, 6tav SuoTuyElg va elcot GLVETOS

7.OEIAOMENON KPEITTON, AITO®ANEIN H ZONTA ENAEIZOAI. Av givan
Kaveig va totykovvedeTal, KaAvtepa va teddvel mapd va {oel otepnuUéVOG.
8.XEAYTON AEION ITAPAXKEYAZE TQN 'ONEQN

DpovTie va KAVELS TOV E0VTO GOV AEL0 TV YOVEDV GOV.

9.ZON MEN EITAINOY, ATIOOANQN AE MAKAPIZOY. Oco Ceig, va oe
emavouv.Otav mebdvelg va og kolotuyilouv.

10.0IAOIZ EYTYXOYZXZOI KAI ATYXOYZXIN O AYTOZX IX@I. Mg toug gidovg
ooV va gioat 1010¢, 6TIG EVTLYIES KL GTIG OLGTLYIES TOVG.

11.ON AN EKQX OMOAOI'HZHX ITONHPON, ITAPABAINE. Onotov napadeyteig
Le 1N 06Anon 6ov ®¢ KaKOV, TPOGTEPVA TOV

12.AOI'QN ATIOPPHTON EK®OPAN MH IIOIOY. Na pnv kotvoAoyeic ta
HLGTIKA

13.AOIAOPQOY QX TAXY ®IAOZ EZOMENOZX1. Na npomniakilels Tov GAAOV e
v Wéa 6T Ba yivelg ypnyopa ¢ilog Tov.

14. TOIX MEN NOMOIZX ITAAAIOIZ XPQ, TOIZ A’ OYOIZ [TPOZDATOIZ. Ot
vopot 6ov va givar maol, ta payntd cov EpPEcKa.
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15.MH MONON TOYX AMAPTANONTAX KOAAZE, AAAA KAI TOYZ
MEAAONTAZ KQAYE. Na unv apkeicot 610 va TIH®pelg 0vTtovg Tov KAVOLV
oQAALOTA, OAAG KOl 0VTOVG TTOL TPOKELTOL VO KAVOLV VO, TOLG EUTOSILELS.
16.AYZTYXQN KPYIITE, INA MH TOYZ EXOPOYZ EY®PANHX. KpOfe
dvuoTuyio Gov, Yo va pUn dMGELS apd oTovG £x0poVS Gov.

6. Znueiwoeis Tou KepaAaiou A.2

1. Metaopaon tov: “The seven sages had three common charactristics: they wrote
poetry (prose had not yet been invented), they were involved in politics (many in fact
held high office), and they were "Performers of Wisdom," that is, they did things
publicly that demonstrated their knowledge to others’.

Richard P. Martin, "The Seven Sages as Performers of Wisdom" in Cultural Poetics in
Archaic Greece (ed. C. Dougherty and L. Kurke) Oxford, 1998; pp. 108-128.

2. Biéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapic.

3. BAéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapic.

4. BAéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004), Diels, Diels
and Kranz, xon Raptis (2008), otv Bifioypaepio.

5. BAéne: Saricas, Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapic.

6. BAéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapic.

7. Bhéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapic.

8. BAéne: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004),
Diels, Diels and Kranz, otv BiAtoypapio.
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PART B: ANCIENT GREEK MAXIMS

‘It is not proper not to honour a guest, because in the eyes of Zeus (God), we are all
guests and poor in front of him’.

(“Ov Bépig eoti EEvov atymooat mpog yap Adg gicty dravteg Egvol te mTmyol te’.
Mn npénmv Oa Htav vo unv e eroéevovpevo, yoti ota pdtia tov Alo (@gov),
601 prho&evobuevol HHooTe Kot eTyoi (LTpooTd Tov)).

Homer (OMHPOY)

1. Preface

‘Long may you live, and fill the Solian throne,
Succeeded still by children of your own;
And from your happy island while 1 sail,
Let Cyprus send for me a favoring gale;
May she advance, and bless your new command,
Prosper your town, and send me safe to land’.

Solon?

The Seven Sages (of ancient Greece) or Seven Wise Men? was the title given by
ancient Greek cultural tradition to seven early 6th century B.C. philosophers, poets,
rulers, statesmen and law-makers who were renowned in the following centuries for
their wisdom, and which is still valid today.

The seven sages were Thales, Pittacos, Bias, Solon, Cleovoulos, Periandros, and
Chilon®. They lived in ancient Greece over 600 years B.C. and before the advent of
the classical Greek philosophers, like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, etc.

Avristotle esteemed the wisdom of Bias. So did Plato who praises Bias, and Pittacos.
Heracleitus® had a very high respect for Bias and Pittacos. Also Plutarch®, in his
famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to all seven sages with the highest
remarks®.

Their maxims and quotations’ set the background for the development of the classical
Greek philosophy.

The purpose of this book is to offer any reader a very simple guide into the wisdom of
ancient Greece, improve his or her learning and thinking, because as Empedocles® has
said ‘learning really cultivates thinking’ and possibly allow him or her to gain some
better undertanding of this very old wisdom, and therefore see with their own ‘eyes’
and soul how these can help them in their every-day life.
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And as Peter Abelard noted in his ‘Hymnus Paraclitensis’ nine centuries ago®:

‘O quanta qualia sunt illa sabbata,
Quae semper celebrat superna curia’.
‘O what their joy and their glory must be,
Those endless Sabbaths the blessed one see!”

All these quotations will, most probably, fill the reader with feelings of the joy and
the glory of the old times, and make their Sabbaths, being their days of meditation and
reflection quite blessed.

And as C. Cavanos added'® in 1996, ‘the wisdom of the seven sages of ancient
Greece, provides all people a wisdom that can serve in every age and every country as
a safe guide in one’s individual and public life’.

And as the great Friedrich Nietzche! concludes: “The first philosophical event in the
Greek world, the selection of ther seven sages, gives the first distinctive and
unforgettable characteristic of Greek civilization. Othe people have saints, while the
Greeks have philosophers. They are right when some state that a people in not defined
by its great men it has but by the way it recognizes and honours them’.

2. Preface: Notes

1. Solon himself, in his Elegies, addressing king Philocyprus, of Cyprus. Translated
by John Dryden and Revised by Arthur Hugh Clough. www.constitution.org

2. Greek: OI EIITA 20®0I, c. 620 B.C. —550 B.C. The current Oxford English
definition of ‘wise man’ includes one who is prudent, sensible, acting or showing or
applying experience and knowledge, and one being informed and enlightened. In
ancient Greek times, the definition also included one who is intelligent, skillful,
judicious and worthy. For more on the presocratic definitions of the terms ‘wise’ and
‘wisdom’, see: Tsatsomoiros, and Despotopoulos in the bibliography.

3. For the exact number and who the seven sages were the moston common and
agreed list was: Thales, Pittacos, Bias, Solon, Cleovoulos, Periandros, and Chilon.
Some writers, however, in the position of Periandros they put Myson, or in the place
of Cleovoulos they put Myson, or Epiminides, or Anaharses, or Ferekydes, or
Leofantos, etc.

4. Heraclitus of Ephesus (c. 535-c. 475 BC) was a pre-Socratic Greek philosopher, a
native of Ephesus, lonia, on the coast of Asia Minor. He is famous for his doctrine of
change being central to the universe, summarized in his famous quote, "You can not
step twice into the same river." He believed in the unity of opposites, stating that "the
path up and down is one and the same," existing things being characterized by pairs of
contrary properties. For more information, see: Bakalis, Barnes, Burnet and
Davenport.
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5. Plutarch (50-120 A.D.) was a historian, biographer, moralist and a priest of Pythian
Apollo during the 2" century A.D. He therefore knew, first hand, what was taking
place at Delphi. For more on his writings. See: Plutarch and other resources noted in
the bibliography.

6. For more on the seven sages, see the references on Aristotle, Plato, Diogenes
Laertius, Pangalis, Plutarch, Lypourlis, Hense, Kefalas, Oikonomides, Martin,
Vlastos, Duff, Foundas, etc., in the bibliography.

7. The maxims and quotations of the seven sages of ancient Greece, compared to the
Moses Decalogue, the proverbs of Solomon and the oldest Egyptian instructions of
Ptah-Hotep, are more concise and substantive. See also the reference on the bible in
the bibliography, and the book by Battiscombe Gunn (1912). The instructions of Ptah-
hotep and the instruction of Ke’gemni: The oldest books in the world. London: John
Murray, for the Egyption maxims and quotations.

8. For more on Empedocles, see: Xatzopoulos, and Kranz in the bibliography.

9. Peter Abelard (1079 — 21 April 1142) was the pre-eminent philosopher and
theologian of the twelfth century. The teacher of his generation, he was also famous
as a poet and a musician. Prior to the recovery of Aristotle, he brought the native
Latin tradition in philosophy to its highest pitch. His genius was evident in all he did.
He is, arguably, the greatest logician of the Middle Ages and is equally famous as the
first great nominalist philosopher.

10. See Cavanos, Constantine (1996). The Seven Sages of Ancient Greece. Institute
for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies. Mass: USA.

11. Friedrich Nietzche, German Philosopher and Poet, as quoted on page 29 of his

book ‘The genesis of philosophy in the years of Greek tragedy’, published by Koronti
Publications, Athens, Greece. This quotation was translated by the author.
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3. Chapter B.1.: The Maxims of the Oracle of Delphi

‘TIAIY QN KOXMIOX 1201
HBON EI'KPATHY
MEXOX AIKAIOX
IIPE2BYTHY EYAOI'OX
TEAEYTON AAYIIOY".

The inscription in ancient Greek and its English equivalent is:
ITAIX QN KOXMIOZX 1201 (As a child, be well behaved)

HBQN EI'KPATHZX (As a teenager, control yourself)

MEZXOZ AIKAIOZX. (As middle-age, be just)

I[MPEEZBYTHZ EYAOTI'OZ (As an old man, be sensible)
TEAEYTQN AAYTIOZX (On reaching the end, be without sorrow)

Inscription at Ai Khanum?!, Afghanistan

This chapter describes the location of Delphi, and the maxims of the oracle of Delphi,
in the original ancient Greek and their English translation.

The location of Delphi

At the foot of Mount Parnassos, within the angle formed by the twin rocks of the
Phaedriades, lies the Pan-Hellenic sanctuary of Delphi, which had the most famous
oracle of ancient Greece. And as Nagel’s Encyclopedia on Greece? states: ‘The
savage grandeur of the site, the memories connected with the oracle of Apollo, the
deserted melancholy of the ruins, all combine to make Delphi one of the most
remarkable places in Greece.’

Delphi was regarded as the centre of the world. According to mythology, it is here
that the two eagles sent out by Zeus from the ends of the universe to find the navel of
the world met. The sanctuary of Delphi, set within a most spectacular landscape, was
for many centuries the cultural and religious centre and symbol of unity for the
Hellenic world. The history of Delphi begins in prehistory and in the myths of the
ancient Greeks. In the beginning the site was sacred to Mother Earth and was guarded
by the terrible serpent Python, who was later killed by Apollo. Apollo's sanctuary was
built here by Cretans who arrived at Kirrha, the port of Delphi, accompanied by the
god in the form of a dolphin. This myth survived in plays presented during the various
Delphic festivals, such as the Septerion, the Delphinia, the Thargelia, the Theophania
and, of course. the famous Pythia, which celebrated the death of Python and
comprised musical and athletic competitions.

The earliest finds in the area of Delphi, which date to the Neolithic period (4000 BC),
come from the Korykeion Andron, a cave on Parnassos, where the first rituals took
place. The remains of a Mycenaean settlement and cemetery were discovered within
the sanctuary, but traces of occupation are rare and very fragmentary until the eighth
century BC, when the cult of Apollo was established and the development of the
sanctuary and the oracle began. The first stone temples of Apollo and Athena, who
was also officially venerated under the name of “Pronaia” or “Pronoia” and had her
own sanctuary, were built towards the end of the seventh century BC. According to
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literary and archaeological evidence other gods were associated with the sanctuary;
these included Artemis, Poseidon, Dionysus, Hermes, Zeus Polieus, Hygeia and
Eileithyia.

Delphi® is both an archaeological site and a modern town in Greece. It is located on
the south-western spur of Mount Parnassus in the valley of Phocis.

Delphi was the site of the Oracle of Delphi*, the most important oracle in the classical
Greek world, when it was a major site for the worship of the god Apollo® after he slew
the Python®, a deity who lived there and protected the navel of the Earth.

The sanctuary of Delphi, set within a most spectacular landscape, was for many
centuries the cultural and religious centre and symbol of unity for the Hellenic world.

This sacred location in Delphi was a pan-hellenic sanctuary, where every four years
athletes from all over the Greek world competed in the Pythian Games, one of the
four pan-hellenic games’, precursors to the Modern Olympics®.

Delphi was revered throughout the Greek world as the centre of the earth and the
universe. In the inner room (hestia ("hearth™)) of the Temple of Apollo, an eternal
flame burned. After the battle of Platea’, the Greek cities extinguished their fires and
brought new fire from the hearth of Greece, at Delphi.

Also in the foundation stories of several Greek colonies, the founding colonists were
first dedicated at Delphi.

The earliest finds in the area of Delphi, which date to the Neolithic period (4000 BC),
come from the Korykeion Andron, a cave on Parnassos, where the first rituals took
place. The remains of a Mycenaean settlement and cemetery were discovered within
the sanctuary, but traces of occupation are rare and very fragmentary until the eighth
century BC, when the cult of Apollo was established and the development of the
sanctuary and the oracle began.

The first stone temples of Apollo and Athena™ were built towards the end of the
seventh century BC. According to literary and archaeological evidence other gods
who were associated with the sanctuary were Artemis'!, Poseidon*?, Dionysus™,
Hermes**, Zeus™, Hygeia®®, etc.

For over 1000 years (between the ninth century B.C., to the fourth century A.D.) the
Oracle at Delphi, which was regarded as the most trustworthy, was at its peak. Over
500 hundred oracular statements were delivered by the Pythia, the priestess, and
interpreted by the priests of Apollo.

These oracular statements were given in the most secret part of the temple (a lower
room called the ‘adyton’), with the Pythia as intermediary, seared on the sacred
tripod, near the conical stone (‘omphalos’) covered by a network of fillets which
marked the center of the world.

A small sample of these statements are contained in appendix A.
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Cities, rulers and ordinary individuals alike consulted the oracle, expressing their
gratitude with great gifts and spreading its fame around the world. The oracle was
thought to have existed since the dawn of time. Indeed, it was believed to have
successfully predicted events related to the cataclysm of Deukalion, the Argonaut's
expedition and the Trojan War.

It was the oracle's fame and prestige that caused two Sacred Wars in the middle of the
fifth and fourth centuries BC. In the third century BC, the sanctuary was conguered by
the Aetolians, who were driven out by the Romans in 191 BC. In Roman times, the
sanctuary was favoured by some emperors and plundered by others, including Sulla*’
in 86 BC.

The maxims of the Oracle at Delphi were made up of very brief quotations (two to
five words) full of wisdom and moral values. The subject matter they deal with varies
from religious faith, to obedience to law, how to treat friends, how to behave in a just
manner, education, country, way of life, happiness, etc.

These maxims, 147 in total'®, were inscribed in the frontal columns at the temple of
the god Apollo, at the Oracle of Delphi. They were copied on single marble tablets
and were transported to all parts of the Ancient Greek World, as the writing on paper
or on parchment was not known at the time.

Most of them have been attributed to the seven sages of Ancient Greece: Thales,
Pittacos, Bias, Solon, Cleovoulos, Periandros, and Chilon.

The first part contains these maxims in both ancient Greek and modern Greek.

These maxims (capitals in Ancient Greek and the translation equivalent in English)
are the following:

. EIIOY GEQ. Follow God.

. NOMQ ITEI®OY. Obey the law.

. ®EOY ZEBOY. Worship God.

. TONEIZ AIAOY. Respect your parents.

. HTTQ YTIO AIKAIOY. Be overcome by justice.

. INQO®I MAGQN. Base your knowledge on learning.

. AKOYAX NOEI. Understand after you have heard what has occurred.
. XAYTON IZ®I. Know yourself.

9.'AMEIN MEAAE. Intend to get married.

10. KAIPON I'NQ®I. Take care to know the right opportunity.
11.0PONEI ®NHTA. Think as a mortal.

12. ZENOZX QN IX@I. Act as if you are a stranger.

13.EXTIAN TIMA. Honor your family.

14. APXE XEAYTOY. Control yourself.

15.01AOIZ BOH®EI. Help your friends.

16. ®YMOY KPATEI. Control your anger.

17. ®PONHXIN AXKEI. Exercise prudence.

OO OIS, WN B
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18. ITIPONOIAN TIMA. Honor divine providence.

19. OPKQ MH XPQ. Do not use an oath.

20.0IAIAN AT AITA. Love friendship.

21.ITAIAEIAYX ANTEXOY. Concentrate on education.
22.AOZAN AIQKE. Pursue honor.

23.Z0PIAN ZHAOY. Seek wisdom.

24 KAAON EY AETE. Praise the good.

25.WEI'E MHAENA. Do not accuse anyone.

26. EITAINEI APETHN. Praise virtue.

27. IIPATTE AIKAIA. Practice what is just.

28. ®IAOIZ EYNOETIL. Be benevolent to your friends.

29. EXOPOYX AMYNOY. Guard yourself against your enemies.
30. EYTTENEIAN AXKEI. Exercise nobility of character.
31. KAKIAX AITEXOY. Shun evil.

32. KOINOZX T'INOY. Be interested in public affairs.

33. IAIA ®YAATTE. Guard what is yours.

34. AAAOTPIQN AITEXOY. Shun what belongs to others.
35. AKOYE ITANTA. Listen to everyone.

36. EYOHMOZX 1X@1. Be religiously silent.

37. ®IAQN XAPIZOY. Do favors for your friends.

38. MHAEN AI'AN. Nothing in excess.

39. XPONOY OEIAOY. Use time in an economical way.
40. OPA TO MEAAON. Look toward the future.

41. YBPIN MIXEI. Hate violent and offensive behavior.
42. IKETAX AIAOY. Respect those who have taken refuge in holy temples.
43. TTAXIN APMOZOY. Be accommodated to all.

44, YIOYZX ITAIAEYE. Educate your sons.

45. EXQN XAPIZOY. When you have, give freely.

46. AOAON ®OBOY. Fear deceit.

47. EYAOTI'EI TTANTAZX. Praise everyone.

48. ®DIAOZODOX I'INOY. Be a seeker of wisdom.

49. OZIA KPINE. Judge according to divine law.

50. INOYZX ITPATTE. Think first, act later.

51. ®ONOY AIIEXOY. Shun murder.

52. EYXOY AYNATA. Wish for things possible.

53. ZODOIX XPQ. Associate with the wise.

54. HOOX AOKIMAZE. Test the character of a person.

55. AABQN AIIOAOQOZX. Give back what you have received.
56. YOOPQ MHAENA. Do not suspect anyone.

57. TEXNH XPQ. Exercise knowledge and skills in profession, trade or science.
58. O MEAAEIZ AOZX. Give what you mean to give.

59. EYEPT'EZIAX TIMA. Honor good deeds.

60. DOONEI MHAENI. Be jealous of no one.

61. ©YAAKH IMTPOXEXE. Be on your guard.

62. EAIIIAA AINEI. Praise hope.

63. AIABOAHN MIZEI. Hate a false accusation.

64. AIKAIQX KTQ. Gain possessions justly.

65. ATAGOYX TIMA. Honour good men.

66. KPITHN I'NQ®I. Know the person who judges.
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67. TAMOYZX KPATEI. Submit to married life.

68. TYXHN NOMIZE. Believe in good luck.

69. EITTYHN ®EYTE. Do not sign a guarantee when obtaining a loan.
70. ATITAQX AIAAET'OY. Speak plainly.

71. OMOIOIX XPQ. Associate with your peers.

72. AATIANQN APXOY. Govern your expenses.

73. KTQMENOZX HAOY. Be happy with what you have.

74. AIZXYNHN XEBOY. Revere a sense of shame.

75. XAPIN EKTEAEI. Fulfill a favor.

76. EYTYXIAN EYXOY. Pray for happiness.

77. TYXHN XTEPTE. Be fond of fortune.

78. AKOYON OPA. Observe what you have heard.

79. EPTAZOY KTHTA. Work for what you can own.

80. EPIN MIZEI. Despise strife.

81. ONEIAOX EX®AIPE. Detest disgrace.

82. TAQTTAN IZXE. Restrain your tongue.

83. YBPIN AMYNOY. Guard against violent and offensive behavior.

84. KPINE AIKAIA. Judge in a just way.

85. XPQ XPHMAZIN . Use what you have.

86. AAQPOAOKHTOZX AIKAZE. Judge without accepting gifts.

87. AITIQ ITAPONTA. Accuse someone (only) when he is present.

88. AET'E EIAQZX. Speak (only) when you know.

89. BIAX MH EXOY. Do not behave in a violent way.

90. AAYTIQZX BIOY. Live without sorrow.

91. OMIAEI ITPAQX. Behave with gentleness to others.

92. TIEPAX EIIITEAEI MH AITOAEIAIQN. Complete your activities without fear
and without shrinking back.

93. ®IAO®PONEI ITAXIN. Treat everyone with kindness and friendship.
94. YIOIZ MH KATAPQ. Do not curse your sons.

95. 'YNAIKOZX APXE. Govern your wife.

96. XEAYTON EY IIOIEI. Benefit yourself.

97. EYIIPOXHI'OPOX I'INOY. Behave with a friendly and courteous manner.
98. AITOKPINOY EN KAIPQ. Respond in a timely way.

99. IIONEI MET’ EYKAEIAZ. Struggle without losing your good reputation.
100. [TPATTE AMETANOHTQZ. Act without repenting.

101. AMAPTANQON METANOEI. When you err, repent.

102. OOOAAMOY KPATEI. Control your eyes.

103. BOYAEYOY XPONQ. Think without time limits.

104. TIPATTE XYNTOMQE. Act quickly.

105. ®IAIAN ®YAATTE. Guard friendship.

106. EYITNQMQN I'INOY. Be grateful.

107. OMONOIAN AIQKE. Pursue harmonic co-existence.

108. APPHTON KPYTITE. Do not reveal entrusted secrets.

109. TO KPATOYN ®OBOY. Fear ruling.

110. TO ZYM®EPON OHPQ. Pursue what is profitable.

111. KAIPON ITPOXAEXOY. Accept opportunity with pleasure.

112. EXOGPAX ATAAYE. Do away with enmities.

113. THPAX TTIPOXAEXOQY. Accept old age.

114. EIII POMH MH KAY XQ. Do not boast about your physical strength.
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115. EY®HMIAN AXKEI. Your words should be words of kindness and respect.
116. AIIEX®EIAN ®EYTE. Flee enmity.

117. TIAOYTEI AIKAIQZ. Acquire wealth in a just way.

118. AOEAN MH AEIIIE. Do not abandon what you have decided to do.
119. KAKIAN MIZEI. Despise evil.

120. KINAYNEYE ®PONIMQZX. Venture into danger with prudence.

121. MANGANQN MH KAMNE. Do not get tired of learning.

122. ®EIAOMENOX MH AEIIIE. Do not leave things undone due to thrift.
123. XPHEIMOYX OAYMAZE. Admire the oracular responses (i.e. the responses of
the holy men or women to questions put to them by anyone).

124. OYXZ TPE®EIX AT'AITA. Love the people you feed.

125. ATIONTI MH MAXOY. Do not oppose somebody absent.

126. TIPEXBYTEPON AIAOY. Respect the elders.

127. NEQTEPON AIAAXKE. Teach the young.

128. TIAOYTO AIIIXTEI Do not trust wealth.

129. ZEAYTON AIAOY. Respect yourself.

130. MH APXE YBPIZEIN. Do not use insolence to govern.

131. TTIPOTONOYZX XTE®ANOY. Honour your ancestors by placing flower wreaths
on their tombs.

132. ®NHXKE YTIEP ITATPIAOZX. Die for your country.

133. TQ BPQ MH AX®OY. Do not be discontented by life.

134. EIII NEKPQ MH I'EAA. Do not make fun of the dead.

135. ATYXOYNTI ZYNAX®OY. Sympathize with the unlucky.

136. XAPIZOY ABAABQZX. Gratify without harming.

137. MH EIII ITANTI AYTIOY. Grieve for nobody.

138. EE EYTTENQN I'ENNA. Beget children from noble ancestry.

139. EITAITEAOY MHAENI. Make promises to no one.

140. ®OIMENOYX MH AAIKEI. Do not wrong the dead.

141. EY ITAXXE QX @NHTOZ. Be well off as a mortal.

142. TYXH MH MIZTEYE. Do not trust fortune.

143. TTIAIZ QN KOXMIOZ IZBI. As a child, be well behaved.

144. HBQN EI'’KPATHZX. As a teenager, control yourself.

145. MEXOX AIKAIOZX. As middle-age, be just.

146. TTIPEXBYTHX EYAOI'OZX. As an old man, be sensible.

147. TEAEYTQN AAYTIOZX. On reaching the end, be without sorrow.

4. Chapter B.1: Notes

1. Inscription at Ai Khanum, Afganistan, probably the location of Alexandria at the
Oxus river (currently called Amudar'ya), built by Alexander the Great, during his
expedition to Asia, in the fourth century B.C. (campaigns in Bactria and Sogdia (329-
327 B.C.). This was found by an excavation by the French Arcaeological Society.
See: Rodert, L. (1973) and Bernard, P. (1973). Ai Khanum, which means "Lady
Moon" in Uzbek (an alternative translation is "Face in the Moon", because people
over there recognize a female face on the moon), is about 2 km long and 600 meters
wide, and was excavated by French archaeologists and looks surprisingly like a Greek
city, including temples, a palace, colonnaded courts, a gymnasium, houses, Corinthian
columns, free-standing statues, and a theater wth 5,000 seats. For more information,
see: www.livius.org.

30


http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/

Apyaio EAAnvika [opayyéipata (Ancient Greek Maxims)

2. See: Page 657, in book: Merlier. O. et al. (editors) (1962). Nagel’s Encyclopedia-
Guide for Greece. Nagel Publishers. Geneva, and Paris.

3. Greek AEA®OL.

4. For more on this, see: Goudis, Fontenrose, Joseph (1978), Fontenrose, Joseph
(1980), and Broad, William J. (2006)).

5. In Greek mythology Apollo (in Greek ATTIOAAQN), is one of the most important
and many-sided of the Olympian gods. Apollo has been variously recognized as a god
of light and the sun; truth and prophecy archery, medicine and healing, music, poetry,
and the arts; and more. Apollo is the son of Zeus and Leto. As the patron of Delphi
(Pythian Apollo), Apollo was an oracular god, i.e. the prophetic deity of the Delphic
Oracle. See also: Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950),
Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp (1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977),
Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and web resources in the bibliography.

6. Python was a terrible monster, a female Dragon. She had the body of a snake and
she guarded the Delphic Oracle. Python was killed by god Apollo. See also: Kerenyi
(2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer
(1942), Tripp (1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner (1967), and the
dictionaries and web resources in the bibliography.

7. Pythian at Delphi, Olympic at Olympia, Isthmian at Isthmia, and Nemean at
Nemea.

8. The ancient Olympic Games, part of a major religious festival honoring Zeus, the
chief Greek god, were the biggest event in the ancient Greek world. For more, see:
Douskou, Iris (1976), Drees, Ludwig (1968), Finley, M.1. and Pleket, H.W. (1976),
and Swaddling, Judith (1980)).

9. Plataea or Plataeae was an ancient city, located in Greece in southeastern Veiotia, ,
south of Thebes. It was the location of the Battle of Platea in 479 B.C., in which an
alliance of Greek city-states defeated the Persians. Plataea was destroyed in the
Peloponnesian War by Thebes and Sparta in 427 B.C., and rebuilt in 386 B.C. For
more information, see also: Thucidides, ‘History’, Published by Malliaris, Salonica,
Greece, 1982.

10. In Greek mythology, Athena (Greek: AOGHNA) is the goddess of wisdom, peace,
warfare, strategy, handicrafts and reason, shrewd companion of heroes and the goddes
of heroic endeavour. She is the virgin patron of Athens, for which the Athenians built
the Parthenon to worship her. . See also: Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves
(1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp (1970), Vernant (1975,
1977), Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and web resources in the bibliography.

11. In Greek myrthology, Artermis (Greek: APTEMIX) was one of the most widely

venerated of the Ancient Greek deities and one of the oldest. In the classical period
she was often described as thetwin sister of Apollo. She was the Hellenic goddess of
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forests and hills, child birth, virginity, fertility, the hunt, and often was depicted as a
huntress carrying a bow and arrows. See also: Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996),
Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp (1970),
Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and web
resources in the bibliography.

12. In Greek mythology, Poseidon (Greek: ITIOZEIAQN) was the god of the sea and,
as "Earth-Shaker," of earthquakes. According to Pausanias, Poseidon was one of the
caretakers of the oracle at Delphi before Olympian Apollo took it over. Apollo and
Poseidon worked closely in many realms: in colonization, for example, Delphic
Apollo provided the authorization to go out and settle, while Poseidon watched over
the colonists on their way, and provided the sea was quiet and with the proper winds.
See also: Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines
(1973), Homer (1942), Tripp (1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner
(1967), and the dictionaries and web resources in the bibliography.

13. In Greek mythology, Dionysus (Greek: AIONYXOZ) was the god of wine, the
inspirer of ritual madness and ecstasy, one of the twelve gods of Olympus. See also:
Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973),
Homer (1942), Tripp (1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner (1967),
and the dictionaries and web resources in the bibliography.

14. In Greek mythology, Hermes (Greek: EPMHX) was the Messenger of the Gods as
well as a guide to the Underworld for lost souls. He is also the patron of boundaries
and of the travelers who cross them, of thieves and road travelers, of orators and wit,
of literature and poets, of athletics, of weights and measures, of invention, of general
commerce, and of the cunning of thieves and liars. See also: Kerenyi (2002),
Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp
(1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and
web resources in the bibliography.

15. In Greek mythology, Zeus (Greek: ZEYZ) was the king of the gods, the ruler of
Mount Olympus and the god of the sky and thunder. See also: Kerenyi (2002),
Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955), Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp
(1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant (1975, 1977), Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and
web resources in the bibliography.

16. In Greek mythology, Hygeia (Greek: YI'EIA) was a daughter of the god of
medicine, Asclepius. She was the goddess of health, cleanliness and sanitation and
afterwards, the moon. She also played an important part in her father's cult. While her
father was more directly associated with healing, she was associated with the
prevention of sickness and the continuation of good health. Her name is the source of
the word ‘hygiene’.See also: Kerenyi (2002), Dimouleas (1996), Graves (1955),
Guthrie (1950), Lines (1973), Homer (1942), Tripp (1970), Tsatsomoiros, Vernant
(1975, 1977), Warner (1967), and the dictionaries and web resources in the
bibliography.

32



http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/

Apyaio EAAnvika [opayyéipata (Ancient Greek Maxims)

17. Lucius Cornelius Sulla Felix, Roman Military Dictator, 138-78 B.C.). For more,
see: Keaveney, Arthur (1982). Sulla. The last republican. London: Croom Helm.)

18. The maxims of Delphi were 147 in total. 147 equals 3 times 7 times 7 (or 3X7x7).
The meanings of numbers in the ancient Greek world were quite important. Number 3
represents divine perfection, and in Pythagorean terms completion. . Number 4
represents the whole creation, as there are 4 seasons in a year, 4 winds, 4 directions, 4
elements (fire, water, air, earth), etc. Number 7 is the combination of 3 and 4, and
represents the universe. Also Apollo’s lyre (musical instrument) has 7 strings, there
were 7 sages, etc. In Pythagorean terms 7 is a cosmic number with 3 of heaven and 4
of the world. Number 147, being 3x7x7, represented all divine values for all universes
(a universe of a universe).

5. Chapter B.2.: The Quotations of the Seven Sages

‘I shall quote quickly, the name, the birth-place and one quotation of each of the
seven sages:

Cleovoulos from Lindos said that “The measure (limit, analogy) in all things is the
best’.

Chilon from Sparta ‘Know yourself’,

Periandros from Corinth “You must hold your temper’.

Pittacos from Mytilene ‘Do not exaggerate in anything’.

Solon fron Athens “You must always plan for the end of your life’.

‘Most people are bad’ said Bias from Priene, and

‘Avoid giving guarantees for a loan’ said Thales from Miletus’.

Griedericus Jacobs®.

This chapter describes the quotations of the seven sages of ancient Greece:
Thales,

Pittacos,

Cleovoulos,

Solon,

Periandros,

Bias, and

Chilon.

K/ K/ K/ K/ K/ K/ K/
L X X IR X I X SR X X 4

These quotations (capitals in Ancient Greek and the translation equivalent in English)
are the following:

Quotations of Cleovoulos

Cleovoulos was the son of Evagoras. He was born in Lindos, on the island of Rodos.
He lived in the sixth century B.C., and he was the ruler of Lindos. He was considered
as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.

He studied philosophy in Egypt, and had a daughter named Cleovulina, who used to

compose enigmas in hexameter verse, that were said to be of no less significance than
his own.
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The following puzzle (enigma) is considered his own:
‘One father, twelve children, and to each child

twice thirty daughters belong, different in looks.
White are half of them, black are the other half,

All of them are immortal, yet they all die’.

The solution to this ‘time’, as time has twelve months, and every month thiry days
and thirty nights. The days follow one another on a never-ending stream. As one dies
it gives birth to another one, and so on.

Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Cleovoulos and all the
other sages with the highest remarks.

He used to compose songs and sayings in verse to the number of three thousand lines.

Diogenes Laertius presents a sample of these lines:
"l am a brazen maiden lying here

Upon the tomb of Midas.

And as long as water flows,

As trees are green with leaves,

As the sun shines and eke the silver moon,

As long as rivers flow, and billows roar,

So long will I upon this much wept tomb,

Tell passers by, "Midas lies buried here."

The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:

1. METPON APIZTON. The measure (limit, analogy) in all things is the best.
2. [TATEPA AEI AIAEIZ®ALI. Respect your father.

3. EY TO XOMA EXEIN KAI THN WYY XHN.

Maintain your body and mind in good order.

4 ®IAHKOON EINAI KAI MH ITOAY AAAON.

Like to listen and not to say too much.

5ITOAYMAG®H H AMA®H. It is best to know many things than to be ignorant.
6. AQXEAN EYOHMON KEKTHX®ALI You should only speak in respectful terms.
7.APETHX OIKEION (EINAI) KAKIAYX AAAOTPION.

Be a fiend to virtue, and a stranger to vice.

8. AAIKEIAN MIZEIN. Hate injustice.

9. EY2EBEIAN ®YAAXXEIN. Be always respectful.

10. ITOAITAIX TA BEATIZETA XYMBOYAEIN.

To your co-citizens always advise the best.

11. HAONHZX KPATEIN. Master pleasure.

12. BIA MHAEN ITPATTEIN. Never do anything with violence.

13. TEKNA ITAIAEYEIN. Educate your children.

14 TYXH EYXEZOALI. Pray to fortune.

15. EX®GPAX ATIAAYEIN. Destroy enmities.

16. TON TOY AHMOY EX®PON ITOAEMION NOMIZEIN.
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Consider as your enemy the enemy of the people.
17.'YNAIKI MH MAXEXOAI MHAE AI'AN ®PONEIN AAAOTPIQN
ITAPONTQN TO MEN I'AP ANOIAN, TO AE MANIAN AYNATAI I[TAPEXEIN.
Do not fight with your wife and do not behave with arrogance in front of others. The
first shows mainly stupidity, while the second may make others consider you to be a
crazy man.
18. OIKETAX ME®YONTAX MH KOAAZEIN EI AE MH, AOZEIX ITAPOINEIN.
Do not punish drunk slaves otherwise you will too seem to be drunk.
19. TAMEIN EK TQN OMOIQN EAN I'AP EK TON KPEITTONQN, AEZITIOTAZL,
OY ZYITENEIX KTHXH.
Marry from your own social level because if the wife (or husband) is from a higher
social level, you will acquire bosses, not relatives.
20. MH EINI'EAA TQ XKQITTONTI ATIIEX®HZ I'AP EXH TOIX
YKOQIITOMENOIX
Do not laugh aloud when a man mocks others, because you will draw upon your self
the hate of those who are been mocked.
21. EEYTIOPOYNTA MH YIIEPH®ANON EINAI, ATIOPOYNTA MH
TATIEINOYZOAL
If you are rich, do not feel proud. If you are poor, do not feel meek.

Quotations of Solon

Solon was the son of Exikestidis. He was born in Salamis. He lived in Athens in the
sixth century B.C. (ca. 640-560 B.C.), and he was a law-maker, political reformer and
a poet. He was considered as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.

In 594 BC he was made governor (archon) of Attica, in order to subdue the civil
disorder that was rampant there. He introduced a set of ordinances (called
seisachtheia®), that did much to improve conditions.

The seisachtheia laws immediately cancelled all outstanding debts, retroactively
emancipated all previously enslaved debtors, reinstated all confiscated serf property to
the hektemorioi, and forbade the use of personal freedom as collateral in all future
debts. A ceiling to maximum property size was also instituted regardless of the
legality of its acquisition (i.e. by mariage), meant to prevent excessive accumulation
of land by powerful families.

His ordinances were such a success that he was given the task of rewriting the
constitution, creating what was later called the Solonian Constitution® .

To the question ‘what are laws?’, he replied “Laws are something like the web of a
spider. If something light falls on it, it remains resilient and does not break. But if
something heavier and stronger falls upon it, it pierces and breaks’.

Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Solon and the other
sages with the highest remarks.

The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:
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1. MHAEN AT'AN. Never exaggerate.

2. KPITHX MH KA®IXO EI AE MH, TQ AHOO®ENTI EX®POX EXH.

Do not take the position of a judge, as in this case you will be hated by the
condemned.

3. HAONHN OEYTE, HTIZ AYIIHN TIKTEI

Avoid pleasure and joy that creates pain (physical or psychic)

4. DYAAZXE TPOIIOY KAAOKAT'AGIAN OPKOY IIIZTOTEPAN.

Keep the politeness and goodness of your character more faithful than your oath.

5. ZOPATIZOY TOYX MEN AOI'OYX XIT'H, THN AE ZII'HN KAIPQ.

Seal up your words with silence, and your silence with the right timing.

6. MH YEYAOY, AAA AAAHOEYE. Do not lie but tell the truth.

7. TA XTIOYAAIA MEAETA. Involve yourself with the serious and worthy things.
8. TQAN IT'ONEQN MH AEI'E AIKAIOTEPA.

Do not claim to be more just them your parents.

9. ®IAOYX MH TAXY KTQ, OYX A’ AN KTHZH, MH TAXY AIIOAOKIMAZE.
Do not acquire friends quickly.When, however, you acquire them, do not reject them
quickly.

10. APXEXZOAI MAGQN, APXEIN EINIXTHZH

Only when you learn how to be governed, you will know how to govern.

11. EY®OYNAZX ETEPOYX AEIQN AIAONAI KAI AYTOZX YIIEXE.

If you ask others to justify their action, be eager to also do the same (justify your
actions).

12. X>YMBOYAEYE MH TA HAIZTA, AAAA TA BEATIXTA.

Your advice should not be for the pleasurable, but for the best (or noblest).

13. TOIZ TIOAITAIZ MH GPAXYNOY. Do not be insolent towards your co-citizens.
14. MH KAKOIX OMIAEI. Do not associate with bad people.

15. XPQ TOIX ®EOIX. Do have relationships with Gods.

16. PIAOYX EYXEBEI. Respect your friends.

17. O AN MH IAHX MH AETE. If you don’t see something, keep silent.

18. EIAQX ZIT'A. Even if you know, keep silent.

19. TOIZ EAYTOY ITPAOZX IX@I. Be kind to your own people.

20. TA A®GANH TOIZX ®ANEPOIX TEKMAIPOY.

On the basis of the significant draw conclusions on the not significant.

Quotations of Chilon

Chilon was the son of Damagitos*. He was born in Sparta. He lived in Sparta in the
sixth century B.C. (born ca. 560 B.C.), and he was a law-maker, political leader and a
poet. He was considered as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.

It is recorded that he composed verses in elegiac metre to the number of two hundred.
Chilon was also the first person who introduced the custom of joining the ephors to
the kings as their counselors.

Chilon flourished around the beginning of the 6th century B.C. The tradition was that
he died of joy in the arms of his son, who had just gained a prize at the Olympic
games.

He was considered as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.
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The following poem is considered as his own:

‘Gold is tested on the rocky whetstone.

That’s where the true from the false gold shows up.
On the other hand,

Gold again is used to test the mind of people

Where who is good and who is bad becomes apparent’.

Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Chilon and the other
sages with the highest remarks.

The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:

1. TNQO®I XAYTON. Know yourself.

2. TIINQN, MH ITOAAA AAAEI AMAPTHXH I'AP.

When you drink alcohol, do not talk too much, you will make mistakes.

3. MH AIIEIAEI TOIX EAEY®EPOIX OY I'AP AIKAION.

Do not offend free men, because it is not right.

4. MH KAKOAOTEI TOYZX ITAHXION EI AE MH, AKOYZH E®’ OIX
AYITTHOHXH.

Do not slander your neighbours, for you are likely to hear things which make you

unhappy.

5. EITII TA AEITINA TON ®IAQN BPAAEQX ITOPEYOY, EIIl AE TAX ATYXIAX
TAXEQZX.

Take your time during the dinners of your friends, while be quick during their
unfortunate events.

6. TAMOYZX EYTEAEIZ ITOIOY. Your wedding should be simple.

7. TON TETEAEYTHKOTA MAKAPIZE. Bless the dead person.

8. IPEZBYTEPON XEBOY. Respect your elders.

9. TON TA AAAOTPIA ITEPIEPTAZOMENON MIXEI.

Hate the person who involved in the affairs of others.

10. ZHMIAN AIPOY MAAAON H KEPAOXZ AIZXXPON. TO MEN I'AP AITAE
AYIIHZEI, TO AE AEI.

Prefer loss to shameful profit. The first will make you sad only once, while the other
will worry you for ever.

11. TO AYZTYXOYNTI MH EIIII'EAA.

Do not laugh at the person who is unfortunate.

12. TPAXEXIN HEYXON XEAYTON ITAPEXE, OITQX XE AIZXYNONTAI
MAAAON, H ©OBQNTALI

Remain calm against rugged people, so that they are ashamed rather than feared of
you.

13. THX IAIAX OIKIAX ITPOXTATEI. Govern and protect your family.

14, HTAQXXA £0Y MH ITPOTPEXETO TOY NOY.

Do not allow your tongue to run ahead of your intellect.

15. ®YMOY KPATEI. Control your anger.

16. MH EITI®OYMEI AAYNATA. Do not desire things that cannot be acquired.
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17. EN OAQ MH XIIEYAE ITPOAT'EIN, MHAE THN XEIPA KINEIN MANIKON
T'AP.

Do not try to overpass people on the road nor make all kinds of hand gestures, this is
done by the crazy people.

18. NOMOIX ITEI®OY. Obey law.

19. AAIKOYMENOZ ATIAAAAXXO0Y, YBPIZOMENOX AE MH TIMQPOY.
When they are unjust to you, be willing to reconcile, when they insult you, do not
seek revenge.

Quotations of Thales

Thales was the son of Examyas and Cleovoulina. He was born in the Ancient Greek
City of Militos, in lonia, in Asia Minor. He lived in Militos in the sixth century B.C.
(ca. 624-546 B.C.), and he was a scientist, a philosopher, and the founder of the
lonian school of natural philosophy. He was considered as one of the seven sages
(wise men) of Ancient Greece.

Aristotle, the major source for Thales's philosophy and science®, identified Thales as
the first person to investigate the basic principles, the question of the originating
substances of matter and, therefore, as the founder of the school of natural philosophy.
Thales was interested in almost everything, investigating almost all areas of
knowledge, philosophy, history, science, mathematics, engineering, geography, and
politics. He proposed theories to explain many of the events of nature, the primary
substance, the support of the earth, and the cause of change. Thales was much
involved in the problems of astronomy and provided a number of explanations of
cosmological events which traditionally involved supernatural entities. His
questioning approach to the understanding of heavenly phenomena was the beginning
of Greek astronomy. Thales's hypotheses were new and bold, and in freeing
phenomena from godly intervention, he paved the way towards scientific endeavour.

He founded the Milesian school of natural philosophy, developed the scientific
method, and initiated the first western enlightenment.

To the question ‘who is the most happy human being?’, he replied ‘The human being
who has a healthy body, a strong mind and a cultivated nature’.

To the question ‘which is the most difficult thing in the world?’, he gave the answer:
‘the most difficult thing in the world is for someone know himself (or herself)’.

One of his songs recited at the various symposia was the following®:

‘Lots of words do not show prudence.

One only wisdom you should seek.

One only good you should select.

This is the only way you will shut

The absulote mouths those people who talk nonsense’.

Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Thales and the other

sages with the highest remarks.
The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:
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1. EITYA, ITAPA A’ ATA.

Do not give guarantees (on loans) as the misfortune is nearby.

2. DIAQN ITAPONTQN KAI AIIONTQN MEMNHZO

Remember your friends, both, when they are near you, as well as when they are far
away.

3. MH THN OYIN KAAAQITIZOY, AAA’ EN TOIZ EIIITHAEYMAZIN IZOI
KAAOX.

Do not beautify your external appearance, but you should look to become good in
your behavior.

4. MH ITAOYTEI KAKQX. Do not get rich in a bad way.

5. MH ZE AIABAAAETQ AOT'OX TTPOX TOYZX IIIZETEQYX KEKOINQNHKOTAX
Do not allow false accusations to influence you against persons that have earned your
trust.

6. KOAAKEYEIN I'ONEIZ MH OKNEIL.

Do not get tired in flattering and speaking well to your parents.

7. MH ITPOXAEXOY TO ®AY AON. Do not accept bad things.

8. OIOYZ AN EPANOYZX ENEI'KHX TOIZ TONEYZI, TOYTOYZ AYTOYZX EN
TQ I'HPA TTAPA TON TEKNQN ITPOXAEXOY.

Whatever care you provide for your parents, the same you should expect to receive
when you reach old age, by your children.

9. XAAEIION TO EY I'NQNAL

The correct judgment (or opinion) is a difficult thing.

10. HAIXTON TO EINIOYMIAX TYXEIN.

The achievement of something desirable is a very pleasurable thing.

11. ANIAPON APTTA. Laziness is an ill-pleased thing.

12. BAABEPON AKPAZXIA. No being able to control yourself is a hurtful thing.
13. BAPY AITAIAEYZIA. Ignorance is a painful thing.

14. ATAAZKE KAI MAN®ANE TO AMEINON. Teach and learn the best.

15. APT'OX MH 1201, MHA’ AN ITAOYTHZX. Do not be lazy, even if you are rich.
16. KAKA EN OIKQ KPYTITE. Hide bad things in your home.

17. P®ONOY MAAAON H OIKTEIPOY.

It is better if they hate you than if they feel sorrow for you.

18. METPQ XPQ. Regulate your life according to a standard.

19. MH ITAXI ITIXTEYE. Do not trust all people.

20. APXQN KOXMEI ZEAYTON.

When you rule as a chief, you should adorn yourself.

Quotations of Pittacos

Pittacos was the son of Yrradios’.

He was born in Mytilini on the Greek island of Lesvos. He lived in Mytilini in the
sixth century B.C. (ca. 650-570 B.C.), and he was a political and military leader. He
was considered as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.

Some authors mention that he had a son called Tyrrhaeus. The legend says that his

son was killed, and when the murderer was brought before Pittacos, he dismissed the
man, saying, "Pardon is better than repentance®." Of this matter, Heraclitus® says that
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he had got the murderer into his power, and then he released him, saying, "Pardon is
better than punishment."

He defined ‘intelligence’ as ‘the ability someone could have to predict the not
desirable, and to be able to help that these do not get done’. He defined “valour’ as
‘the ability someone could have to find ways to cure the undesirable things when they
happen’.

Plato praises Pittacos. Heracleitos also had a very high respect for Pittacos, and
Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Pittacos and the other
sages with the highest remarks.

The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:

1.KAIPON I'NQ®I. Learn to judge the right moment

2.0 MEAAEIZ ITIOIEIN, MH AETE ATIOTYXQN I'AP KATATEAAX®HXH.
Don’t say what you intend to do, because if you don’t succeed, everyone will laugh at
you

3.TOIZ EINITHAEIOIX XPQ. Listen to your friends.

4.0XA NEMEZAY TQ ITAHZION, AYTOX MH IIOIEI.

Don’t do yourself, what you don’t like in others

5.KAKOITPATOYNTA MH ONEIAIZE EIII TAP TOYTOIX NEMEZIX @EQN
KAGHTAL

Don’t blame someone who is being unfortunate. These are things that provoke the
anger and punishment by Gods.

6.[TAPAKPATHOHKE AITOAOX.

Return goods that have been entrusted to you.

7.ANEXOY YIIO TQN ITAHXION MIKPA EAATTOYMENOZX.

Show tolerance to small damages inflicted upon you by your neighbors.

8.TON ®IAON KAKQX MH AEI'E, MHA’ EY TON EXOGPON AXYAAOI'TETON
I'AP TO TOIOYTON.

Don’t slander your friend, nor praise your enemy because such a thing is
unreasonable.

9.AEINON XYNIAEIN TO MEAAON, AZOAAEX TO TENOMENON.

It is difficult to foresee the future what has already happened is the only certain thing.
10.ITIXTON T'H, AITIXTON GAAAXZA.

Land is trustworthy, while sea is untrustworthy

11.AITAHZTON KEPAOZ. Profit is greedy

12 KTHXAI AIAIA: EYZEBEIAN, ITAIAEIAN, XQOPOXYNHN, ®PONHXIN,
AAHGOEIAN, ITIZTIN, EMIIEIPIAN, EITINAEZIOTHTA, ETAIPEIAN,
EINIMEAEIAN, OIKONOMIAN, TEXNHN.

Acquire what is not destroyed by time: piety, education, prudence, thoughtful mind,
truth, belief, expense, skills and dexterities, co-operation, care, effective management,
professional knowledge.

Quotations of Bias

Bias was the son of Tevtamos'®. He was born in Priene, an Ancient Greek City in
lonia, north of Militos, in Asia Minor. He lived in Priene in the sixth century B.C. (ca.
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625-540 B.C.). He was considered as one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient
Greece.

One of the examples of his goodness is the legend that says that he paid a ransom for
some women who had been taken prisoner. After educating them as his own
daughters, he sent them back to Messina, their homeland, and to their fathers.

He also wrote about two thousand verses on lonia, to show in what way a man might
achieve happiness.

To the question ‘which is the sweetest thing to people?’, he replied ‘hope’.

Avristotle esteemed the wisdom of Bias. So did Plato who praises Bias, and Pittacos.
Heracleitos had a very high respect for Bias and Pittacos. Also Plutarch, in his famous
‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to all seven sages with the highest remarks.

The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:

1.0I ITAEIZTOI ANOPQITIOI KAKOI.

Most people are bad people.

2.EX TO EXOIITPON E®OH EMBAEWANTA AEI, EI MEN KAAOX ®AINH,
KAAATIOIEIN, EI AE AIXXPOZX, TO THX ®YZEQY EAAIIIEZ AIOPOOYXAI
TH KAAOKAT'AGIA.

Look into your mirror, and if you look nice, you must do nice things if, however, you
look ugly, you must correct your physical deficiency with politeness and goodness
3.BPAAEQY ET'XEIPEI O A’ AN AP=ZH, ATABEBAIOY.

Do not be in a hurry to undertake something. When, however, you start, stay fixed to
that until the end.

4 MIZEI TO TAXY AAAEIN, MH AMAPTHZ MATANOIA T'AP AKOAOY®EL
Hate to talk in haste as there is the fear of making mistakes, in which case, asking for
forgiveness follows.

5.MHT’ EYHO®HZX 101, MHTE KAKOH®HZX.

Do not be a naive benevolent man, not a malicious man.

6. AOPOXYNHN MH ITPOXAEXOQY. Do not accept thoughtlessness.

7. DPONHZXIN ATI'AIITA. Love practical wisdom.

8. [IEPI ®EQN AETE, QX EIZI ®EOL You should state that Gods exist.

9. NOEI TO [TPATTOMENON. Understand what has been achieved.

10. AKOYE ITOAAA. Listen to everything.

11. AAAEI KAIPIA. Speak at the exact moment that is most appropriate.

12. IIENHZ QN ITAOYZIOIX MH EIIITIMA, HN MH MET'A QOEAHE.

If you are poor, do not accuse the rich, unless you benefit much everyone.
13.ANAZION ANAPA MH EITAINEI AIA ITAOYTON.

Do not praise the rich man, if he has no values.

14. TIEIZAX AABE, MH BIAZAMENOZX. Take with persuasion, not with violence
15.0TI AN ATA®GON TIPAXYXHE, ®EOYX MH XEAYTON AITIQ.

Thank Gods for whatever good comes your way, not yourself

16.KTHXAI EN MEN NEOTHTI EYTIPAZIAN, EN AE TQ I'HPA XO®IAN.
Pursue the means, while young, for a plentiful life, and wisdom, when you reach old
age
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17. EEEIZ EPTQ MNHMHN, KAIPQ)2 EY AABEIAN, TPOIIQ 'ENNAIOTHTA,
I[TONQ ETKPATEIAN, ®OBQ EYXEBEIAN, [TAOYTQ ®IAIAN, AOT'Q TTEIOQ,
2II'H KOXMON, I'NQMH AIKAIOZYNHN, TOAMH ANAPEIAN, ITPAZEI
AYNAZTEIAN, AOEH HTEMONIAN.

You will be remembered well by your good deeds,

you will become more pious with the passing of time,

you will be more brave, with your behaviour,

you will be more self-controlled, by working hard,

you will have more respect, by instilling fear,

you will have more friends, by becoming richer,

you will be more persuasive, by exercising reason,

you will be looking better, by using silence,

you will be more just, by using intellect,

you will be more courageous, by showing valour,

you will be more powerful, by your achievements,

you will attain authority, by your good name.

Quotations of Periandros

Periandros was the son of Kypselos**. He was born in Corinth. He lived in Corinth in
the sixth century B.C. (ca. 627-587 B.C.), and he was its ruler. He was considered as
one of the seven sages (wise men) of Ancient Greece.

He supported greatly the arts, constructing various buildings and inviting poets and
noted writers like Aesop*?and others.

He founded new colonies for Corinth such as Naukratis in Egypt. He brought
economic wealth in Corinth, the arts flourished, as well crafts and architecture.

Plutarch, in his famous ‘Dinner of the seven sages’, refers to Periandros and the other
sages with the highest remarks.
The quotations, according to various sources, attributed to him, were the following:

1. MEAETH TO ITAN. Exercising is the best thing.

2. KAAON HXYXIA EIIIZOAAEX ITPOITETEIA.

To be quiet is a nice thing, to be arrogant and abusive, a dangerous one.
3 . KEPAOX AIZXPON. Profit is shameful.

4 AHMOKPATIA KPEITTON TYPANNIAOZL.

Democracy is better than the power of tyrant

5.A1 MEN HAONAI ®NHTAI, Al AE APETAI AGANATOI.
Mischievous pleasures are mortal, while virtues are immortal
6.EYTYXQN MEN METPIOZ IZ®I, ATYXQN AE ®PONIMOZ.
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When you are happy, be modest, when you are unhappy, be sensible

1. OEIAOMENON KPEITTON, ATIO®ANEIN H ZONTA ENAEIZOAL.

If one is to live in a thrifty manner, it is best to die rather than live in need.
8.ZEAYTON AZION ITAPAXKEYAZE TQN 'ONEQN

Take care to make yourself worthy of your parents

9.ZON MEN EITAINOY, AITIO®ANQN AE MAKAPIZOY.

While you live, they should praise you when you die, then should speak well for you
10.0IAOIZ EYTYXOYXOI KAI ATYXOYZIN O AYTOZX IX®I.

Treat your friends the same way, and in their good times, and in their misfortunes
11.0N AN EKQX OMOAOT'HXHX ITONHPON, ITAPABAINE.

Bypass whoever you personally feel as bad

12. AOI'QN ATITOPPHTQN EK®OPAN MH IIOIOY.

Do not share with others secrets entrusted to you.

13.AOIAOPOY QX TAXY ®IAOX EXOMENOLX.

Abuse the other person on the basis that you will quickly become his friend

14. TOIX MEN NOMOIZ I[TAAAIOIX XPQ, TOIZ A” OYOIX I[TPOXDATOIX.
Your laws should be old, your dinners fresh

15.MH MONON TOYXZ AMAPTANONTAXZ KOAAZE, AAAA KAI TOYX
MEAAONTAX KQAYE.

Do not be happy by punishing those who commit errors, but you should also hinder
those who are willing to commit them

16 AYZTYXQON KPYIITE, INA MH TOYX EXOGPOYX EYDOPANHX.

Hide your misfortune, so that you do not give joy to your enemies

6. Chapter B.2: Notes

1. Anthologia Graeca, Volume 4, by Griedericus Jacobs. See://plato.stanford.edu

2. Seisachtheia (Greek: XEIXAX®EIA, from XEIEIN, to shake, and AX®OZ, burden,
I.e. the relief of burdens) was a set of laws instituted by the Athenian lawmaker Solon
in order to rectify the wide-spread serfdom and slavery that had run rampant in
Athens by the 6" Century B.C., by debt relief. Under the pre-existing legal status,
debtors unable to repay their creditors would surrender their land to them, then
becoming serfs who cultivated what used to be their own land and gave one sixth of
produce to their creditors. Should the debt exceed the perceived value of debtor's total
assets, then the debtor and his family would become the creditor's slaves as well. The
same would result if a man defaulted on a debt whose collateral was the debtor's
personal freedom.

3. For more information on the Solonian Constitution, see: Diogenes Laertius,
Freeman (1926, 1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis (2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the
other web resources in the bibliography.

4. For more on Chilon, see: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis

(2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the other web resources in the bibliography. For
more on Sparta, see: Raptis (2008).
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5. For more on Thales, see: Saricas, Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch,
Lypourlis (2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the other web resources in the
bibliography.

6. As quoted in ‘Anthologia Lyrica Graeca’, by E.Diehl, Teubner, Lipsiae, 1954-
1955.

7. For more on Pittacos, see: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis
(2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the other web resources in the bibliography.

8. Compare this to the quotation of the bible (see bibliography), in Mattew 5.44:
‘Love your enemies and bless them that hate you’.

9. For more on this, see: Barnes, Diels and Kranz, Pekegrinis, and the other web
resources in the bibliography.

10. For more on Bias, see: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch, Lypourlis
(2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the other web resources in the bibliography.

11. For more on Periandros, see: Diogenes Laertius, Freeman (1946), Plutarch,
Lypourlis (2004), Diels, Diels and Kranz, and the other web resources in the
bibliography.

12. For more on Aesop, see: Kyriazopoulos, Mayvis, Chambry, and Hanford in the
bibliography.
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APPENDIX A: A Small Sample of the Delphic Statements

‘Tell the king; the fair wrought house has fallen.
No shelter has Apollo, nor sacred laurel leaves;
The fountains are now silent; the voice is stilled.
It is finished’.

Last oracular statement delivered to Emperor Theodosius I, 393 A.D.

The following list of statements is only a small sample of over 500 statements
delivered over 1000 years by the Oracle of Delphi?.

1. STATEMENTS TO KING LYCURGUS OF SPARTA (9th century BC)

Around the 9th century BC (dates are not completely verified, and some even
question his existence) the regent of Sparta and writer of the Spartan constituion went
to the oracle to ask for guidance. The oracle told Lycurgus that his prayers had been
heard and that the state which observed the laws of Lycurgus would become the most
famous in the world. With such an endorsement, Lycurgus went to the leading men of
Sparta and enlisted their support. Seeking further assistance she also told him:

There are two roads, most distant from each other: the one leading
to the honorable house of freedom, the other the house of slavery,
which mortals must shun. It is possible to travel the one through
manliness and lovely accord; so lead your people to this path. The
other they reach through hateful strife and cowardly destruction;
so shun it most of all.

As a result Lycurgus built a constitution for the Spartans that combined features of a
monarchy with two kings, of a land-owning aristocracy and a democracy. The oracle
further told him:

| Love of money and nothing else will ruin Sparta. |

As a result Lycurgus decreed that no silver money was allowed in Sparta, creating a
cumbersome iron currency instead. The oracle was proved correct. One of the reasons
attributing to Sparta’s downfall was the gold and the silver its soldiers sent home after
the Peloponnesian War.

2. STATEMENTS TO ATHENIAN LAW-MAKER AND WISE MAN OF
ANCIENT GREECE SOLON (594 BC)

In 594 BC, Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, and one of the seven sages of ancient
Greece, wanted to build his famous constitutional reforms for Athens. To this regard,
Solon sought the advice of the oracle who told him:
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Seat yourself now amidships for you are the pilot of Athens. Grasp
the helm fast in your hands; you have many allies in your city.

As a result Solon refused the opportunity to become a tyrant, and created a
constitution for which he, and Athens, were justly honoured. Through trial by jury, a
graduated tax system and the forgiveness of debts he prevented a growing gap
between the "haves" and the "have-nots". But he refused to accept the confiscations of
the property of the rich, so creating an Athenian middle class. He secured an Oath
from the Athenian Council of Magistrates that if they violated these laws they would
dedicate a gold statue to the Oracle of Delphi of equal weight to themselves.

3. STATEMENTS TO ATHENS AND SPARTA REGARDING THE ATTACK
OF KING XERXES OF PERSIA (480 BC)

In 480 BC, when king Xerxes the son of Darius of Persia, returned to finish the job of
conquering the Greeks in which his father had failed, the Athenians consulted the
oracle. They were told:

Now your statues are standing and pouring sweat. They shiver
with dread. The black blood drips from the highest rooftops. They
have seen the necessity of evil. Get out, get out of my sanctum and
drown your spirits in woe.

It was unambiguous. When persuaded to seek advice a second time, the oracle gave a
way for the Athenians to escape their doom.

When Athena approached her father to help her city, Zeus
responded that he would grant that "*a wall of wood alone shall be
uncaptured, a boon to you and your children."

Also the oracle again advised the Athenians to flee:

Await not in quiet the coming of the horses, the marching feet, the
armed host upon the land. Slip away. Turn your back. You will
meet in battle anyway. O holy Salamis, you will be the death of
many a woman's son between the seedtime and the harvest of the
grain.

Meanwhile, the Spartans also consulted the oracle and were told:

The strength of bulls or lions cannot stop the foe. No, he will not
leave off, I say, until he tears the city or the king limb from limb.

or in a version according to Herodotus®:
‘Hear your fate, O dwellers in Sparta of the wide spaces;

Either your famed, great town must be sacked by Perseus' sons,
Or, if that be not, the whole land of Lacedaemon
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Shall mourn the death of a king of the house of Heracles,

For not the strength of lions or of bulls shall hold him,
Strength against strength; for he has the power of Zeus,

And will not be checked till one of these two he has consumed’.

The Spartans withdrew in consternation, wondering which fate was worse. The
Delphians themselves then asked how Persia could be defeated. The oracle replied:

| Pray to the Winds. They will prove to be mighty allies of Greece. |

Events overtook the prophecy when the Persian army assaulted Thermopylae, where
the Spartans (notably “the 300”) and allies held the pass against them. The Spartans
under King Leonidas (The Lion) resisted the Persian advance at Thermopylae until
betrayed by treachery. Refusing to retreat, the entire Spartan contingent, including
their King (as foretold), lost their lives, but in so doing gained immortal fame. The
Persian armada then sailed to nearby Cape Artemisium, where they were met by the
Athenian fleet. The Athenian ships fought against great odds, but in three battles
managed to hold their own.

A tremendous storm then arose at Artemesium, with the most violent winds attacking
the ships for three days. The Persians lost about 20% of their warships and perhaps
the same number of transport vessels to the storm. The stormy winds and huge waves
did not harm the Athenian ships.

Back in Athens Themistocles argued that the wall of wood referred to the Athenian
navy and persuaded the Athenians to pursue their policy of using wealth from their
Attic silver mines at Lavrion to continue building their fleet.

On the grounds that the oracle referred to the nearby island of Salamis as "holy", he
claimed that those slain would be Greece's enemies, not the Athenians. For these the
oracle would have said "O cruel Salamis". His voice carried the day, Athens was
evacuated to Salamis and in a following naval battle the Athenian fleet and its allies
destroyed the Persian fleet at Salamis, while watched by Xerxes.

Despite the fact that Athens was burned by the Persians, her occupants were saved,
the Persian risk was ended and the authority of the Oracle was never higher.

4. STATEMENT TO A FRIEND OF SOCRATES RE: THE WISDOM OF
SOCRATES (440 BC)

Around 440 BC Chaerophon, a friend of Socrates visits the Oracle of Delphi and asks
Pythia, "Is there any man alive wiser than Socrates?" The answer that he received was
simply:

| No. |

Socrates, about 30 years old at the time, when he heard that, said that either all were
equally ignorant, or that he was wiser in that he alone was aware of his own
ignorance.
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5. STATEMENT TO KING ALEXANDER THE GREAT (336 BC)

In 336 BC, when the young Alexander the Great, Philip's son, arrived at Delphi to
have his fortune foretold, before setting forth to attack the Persian Empire, the Oracle
uncharacteristically remained silent and could not be prompted to say anything,
asking him to come back later. Furious, Alexander dragged Pythia by the hair out of
the innermost room of the temple (called ‘adyton’) until she screamed:

Let go of me.You are unbeatable.

The moment he heard these words he dropped her, saying "Now | have my answer".

6. STATEMENT TO ROMAN EMEPEROR NERO (67 AD)

In 67 AD, the Roman emeperor Nero, who was just 30 years old and had killed his
own mother in 59 AD, when visiting the Oracle was told:

Your presence here outrages the god you seek. Go back matricide!
The number 73 marks the hour of your downfall!

He was angered and had the Pythia buried alive. Nero thought he would have a long
reign and die at 73. Instead his reign came to a short end after a revolt by Galba who
was 73 years of age at the time.

Appendix A: Notes

1. In 389 AD, under the reign of Theodosius I, Christian attacks against pagan
temples continued, reaching a head when the Emperor ordered that all pagan temples
be shut. The oracle declared to the Emperor in 393 AD the statement noted. Within
two years the Emperor Theodosius was dead. Within 20 years the Western Roman
Empire had fallen to the Germans, and for the first time in 1000 years no further
oracular statements were given).

2. For more information on the Oracle of Delphi, and its statements, see: Pausanias,
Ellados Periigisis, Viotika kai Fokika. Ekdotiki Athinon, Greece, 1981. Alcock, S.E.,
J.F. Cherry, and J. Elsner (2001), Arafat, Karim W. (1996), Habicht, Christian (1985),
Hutton, William (2005), Levi, Peter (tr.) (1984a, 1984b), Macrone Michael (1991),
Thurston, Harry, (1962). Bakker, Egbert (2002), Dewald, Carolyn, and John
Marincola (2006), Evans, J. A. S. (1982), Evans, J. A. S. (1991), Flory, Stewart
(1987), Pease (1917), Parke (1939), Hale, and Fornara, Charles W. (1971).

3. For more on this, see: Herodotus (1988) in the bibliography.
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